
From the President:  

In a few weeks we will be bidding to host the 72nd National Square Dance ConventionÈ in Mobile. 
We hope everyone attending the 68th National Square Dance ConventionÈ in Atlanta will join us at 
both the Bid Session and Parade of States ï detailed information was included in the last (March) 
issue of the newsletter as well as in this newsletter.   

Even if you are not attending the 68th NSDC in Atlanta, we hope you will join us at the Saturn V 
Trail Thru Dance at the US Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville Tuesday night, June 25th.  
Last Year, District 1 Coordinator Terry Cassis revived the North Alabama Square Dance             
Association (NASDA) and they are sponsoring this dance.  This will be the most unique dancing        
experience I have ever attended!  She has lined up three of the MOST POPULAR YOUNG    
CALLERS IN THE NATION to call at this dance ï Travis Cook from Goshen, KY, Justin Russell 
from Memphis, TN, and Hunter Keller from Billings, MT.  I can honestly say; this will probably 
be the best 4 İ hours of dancing you will ever do - in the neatest place you will ever dance!  
And more importantly - itôs in ALABAMA! 

Things are underway for the Alabama Convention coming up in just 3 months (August 22, 23 and 
24)!  ASARDA raffle tickets were sent out with District Coordinators last month.  If your club has 
not  received raffle tickets or would like more, please contact your District Coordinator.  The raffle 
tickets are a great fund raiser for your club.       

Unfortunately, due to changes in some hotel policies, we were unable to secure room rates at the 
Holiday Inn, Hampton Inn, and the Comfort Inn and Suites in Oxford this year.  You are however 
welcome to book at these hotels.   We have secured a rate of  $98.00 at the Fairfield by Marriott, 
and a rate of $102.00 for the Courtyard by Marriott. These rates are only good through Tuesday, 
July 23rd, 2019 

NEW THIS YEARðwe plan to offer a special Luau 
Luncheon to our dancers.  We have always had a           
complimentary luncheon for our staff Callers & Cuers as a 
gesture of our appreciation for freely providing their talents 
for our convention.  This year, we have decided to open the 
luncheon to our dancers as well.  This will also our 
ASARDA fundraising event.  We will offer a full buffet 
meal with drinks and desserts.  We have hired a               
professional Hawaiian/Tahitian dancer to come entertain; as 
well as ñteachò us some traditional Polynesian dances         
(I have already seen Margret Snyder practicing on Face-
Book).  This will be a great time to sit back, relax, and fel-
lowship without having to leave the convention center to 
run out and eat lunch.  Tickets for the Luau will be sold at 
the convention (based on availability) or you may purchase 
them in advance from any ASARDA board member for $10 
per person; beginning at the end of June.   

ASARDA President ï Tom Wilkins 

ASARDA NEWS 
Volume XLIV, Issue 2 - JUNE 2019 

 



Square Dance is people.   

Plain and simple itõs the reason we start, a friend or a friend of a friend who suggested you 

start.  When you first started, if  you can remember that far back, we had these folks called 

Angels.  What were Angels?  They were the kind folks who over and over and over again  

decided to invest in our enjoyment.  It could not have been fun to do a Spin Chain Thru for 

the 1000th time that year as we newbies wandered around ð not holding our position to   

finish the move.  The callers were there to teach, sure, but more than the callers, the Angels 

were there to support, to help, to be the friendly encouraging face that helped us stick with 

the program when we hit the wall.  Your Angel was there when you held on a bit too tightly 

to their hands because you didnõt quite know if you were doing what was right during your 

first learning tips.   

Angels were club presidents, treasurers, membership chairs, district coordinators and      

delegates, and yes, even ASARDA presidents or board members.  They pitched in to help 

wherever necessary and listened to our complaints about this or that, what did or didnõt suit 

you.  And it was all for free, their time and dollars, because they loved Square Dance and 

wanted to see it continue.  They wanted to see everyone have the same passion for square 

dance and square dance people that they held in their hearts.  Once we grew in confidence, 

we were actually able to hold our own when it came to the tips. Then the Angels became our 

corners to help us enjoy Square Dance even more.   

They are the people with whom you go to dinner with on a Friday night, or white-water 

rafting, or occasionally bowling even though you all stink up 

the place.  They make  everything fun and exciting and      

always bring an encouraging smile to all you do together.   

Sometimes, life throws us a curve ball and our Angels are 

suddenly gone from our lives.  They gave it  everything they 

had for as long as they could.  God had a different plan.  You 

see he needed an Angel in heaven to make another square.  I 

am sure his Angels are always there with a smile to welcome 

the new dancers we are giving him.  May those Angels rest 

in peace.   

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MY FIRST ANGEL AND GODôS LATEST ANGEL  

PENNY FAULKNER  

(1960-2019)  

            by Terry Cassis 



District 1 News  

Itôs almost mid-way through the year already!  Isnôt it amazing how fast time flies?   

We have been having a really fun time up in North Alabama ï starting with supporting our neighbors to the 
South at the Alabama Jubilee.  What a great weekend.  If you have never been, it is certainly a really fun event 
that is definitely worth attending. 

To the north, we also supported our neighbors in Fayetteville at the Dogwood Special on April 6th, a full 51 
dancers strong!  This dance is particularly special to Dennis and myself as it was the first dance we ever at-
tended after we learned to square dance.   

In Fort Payne, The Duos and Solos held their Sadie Hawkins dance on April 18th and will follow that up with a 
1950s dance on June 20th next month.  

              

We had a good turn-out in Huntsville for their Spring Fling April 27th.  This is always a great dance, with great 
callers and tons of opportunity for a great evening out.   

We couldnôt be prouder though of our dancers and callers this year.  Om April 28th, our North Alabama callers 
called a benefit dance at Darryl McMillanôs Central Activity Center in Decatur for St Judeôs Childrenôs       
Research Hospital and raised 2100 dollars!  It always amazes me how generous and willing our community is 
to reach out to those less fortunate.   

Of course, this past week, the Lake Twirlers held their annual Hobo Dance on May 18th in a brand-new        
location!  I think the most fun aspect of this dance is the creative costumes and of course the great chili we 
dine on that evening! 

Upcoming in Ft Payne, Tom Miller and Pauline Angress will be calling and cueing a Tribute to Alabama on 
July 6th.  Come wear your best patriotic clothes and dance the evening away.  Itôs great to have Tom here in 
North Alabama now as he is making the transition moving down from Pennsylvania.  If you have not yet 
danced to Tom, you need to find the first opportunity you can (like July 6th!) and make a point to go dance to 
him.  He is great with timing, choreography, and dance flow ï besides knowing how to call a great dance.  We 
are very lucky to have him join the enormously talented stable of North Alabama callers. 

Speaking of which ï 

Darryl McMillian will be calling a special dance celebrating his 50th anniversary as a square dance caller.   
Darryl is a great (IMHO a world class) caller, and it isnôt hard for me to believe that he has been calling so 
long ï simply because he does it with such professionalism and style.  If you want a dance that is thoroughly 
enjoyable, mark your calendar now to join us in Decatur on July 12th. 

Our new club in Madison has been dancing 1-2 squares on Thursday nights at 6:30 at Madison Ballroom.  
They have picked a name ï the Madison Mad Hatters and welcome any who care to join them.   

 



We had a blast a couple weeks going by the US Space and Rocket Center to plan out the details of the Saturn 
V dance on June 25th, and start to work on sound checks.  We have a couple new items to share with regards 
to the dance.  First, we will be broadcasting the callers on FM for the dance, so if you have difficulty hearing, 
you can bring a set of in-ear speakers (ear buds meant for sports use) with an FM tuner, or if you have hearing 
aids that supports straight FM broadcasts, you should be able to tune into the callers and hear them perfectly 
well.  In addition, if you are coming through with an RV rig, the USSRC has offered that dancers who would 
like to dry camp may do so in the parking lot at the Davidson Center on the night of the 25th for free.   

 

(left) NASDA board members Jon Steffens and John 
Bloodworth discuss sounding and dance floor         
configuration with Skip Cleland, MC of the Saturn V 
dance 

(right) Jan Bloodworth waves from under the 
massive Saturn V first stage.  You too can 
dance under the most historic rocket ever 

built! 

 

 

I cannot re-iterate enough how awesome we expect this dance to be.  Great, young, world class callers you 
rarely get to dance to, in a venue we will never dance in again, at a time that has real historic significance.  
How many times will you dance in a place that has a multi-BILLION dollar decorating budget paid for by the 
US Government?  It will be another 25 years before we reach another milestone year to celebrate the first man 
landing on the moon.  PLEASE - buy your tickets NOW for the Saturn V dance on TUESDAY JUNE 25th, 
2019.  The museum is in the process right now of re-furbishing the rocket outside the museum in preparation 
of the 50th anniversary which is just 3 weeks after our dance!  We have some of the best young callers in the 
country coming to call, Hunter Keller, Justin Russell, and Travis Cook, as well as our amazing local talent in 
Skip Cleland as MC, and Pauline Angress cueing rounds.   

You definitely do NOT want to wait to get your tickets.   Remember that your ticket entitles you to not only 
dance under the rocket, but we have the Davidson Hall until 11:30 the night of the dance to look at all the   
exhibits on display.  In addition, on the day before, day of, and day after the dance, if you bring your ribbon to 
the ticket center at the Museum, they will give you a 50% discount on the regular admission price so you can 
check out the rest of the Museum including Lockheed Martinôs brand new, just opened Deep Space exhibit.  
Check out the flyer in this issue of the ASARDA news, or visit the website where you can buy tickets, find a 
newsletter, locate local hotels and RV parks, and find more information at: NorthAlabamaSquareDance.com 

You can also check out the Saturn V Square Dance event on our Facebook page by typing the following     
address into your web browser: https://www.facebook.com/northalabamasquaredance/ 

See You Across the Square! 

Terry Cassis 

 

https://www.facebook.com/northalabamasquaredance/


Hey district one dancers, 

Gardens are planted, lawns are being mowed and camping trips are being planned but donôt miss 
any of the fun dances this summer.  

Duos and Solos will be hosting the ñCelebrating the 1950ôs ñ dance at the Dekalb Council on      
Aging, 600 Tyler Ave SE, Ft. Payne.  Thursday, June 20

th
, rounds at 5:30 and squares at 6:30. 

Paul Henze will call the squares and Pauline Angress the rounds and lines. 

There will be an óAlabama boysô tribute dance in Ft. Payne. Tom Miller will be calling squares to 
your favorite Alabama tunes. Pauline Angress will be cueing rounds and lines. This will be held on 
July 6

th
 at the Dekalb Council on Aging, 600 Tyler Ave SE, Ft. Payne. Donôt miss dancing to an  

internationally known caller and of course our own Pauline Angress. 

And Speaking of Tom Miller, he has called at Boaz Squares and Guntersville Lake Twirlers a few 
times this spring which was a special treat for us óstay at the home clubô dancers. 

Darryl McMillan is inviting everyone to his Anniversary Dance ñ50 YEARS Since I First Called to 
Live Dancersò Date: Saturday, Jul 13, 2019 at Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, 
STE A, Decatur, Alabama 

Jim Melton won the attendance award at this yearôs Smoky Mountain Ball (pictured below). This 
makes five years in a row that Jim has won the award. Jim calls for Decatur 8ers, Cullman     
Friendship Squares, and Florence Quad City Squares. 

        

Despite tornado warnings, tornado watches, and flooded roads, approximately 40 brave dancers 
made it to the 8ers' Spring Special. Jim Melton, Darryl McMillan, Rusty Willoughby, and Jerry 
Handley braved the weather and did a night of beautiful singing calls. Charles Chen, Earnest Lee, 
and Joan Southern lead the group in line dances and Tim Eum provided round dance 
cueng. Outside was storming but inside they had lots of food, lots of dancing, and loads of fun. 

The Boaz Squares and the Lake Twirlers continue to have ongoing classes with three adventurous 
ladies learning the manôs part at both clubs. 

See you at some of these dances down the road and maybe the 68
th
 National Square Dance   

ConventionÈ in Atlanta June 26-29. 

Well, back to the yardwork. 

Don Wolford District 1 Delegate 



District 2 News  

With great sadness, we mourn the recent passing (March 16th) of Jim Choate ï but also celebrate the 
JOY he shared with so many of us.  Eunice Spitzley, Priscilla Newton and Paul Choate - thank you for sharing 
your beloved brother and wonderful square dancer with us.  Personally, Iôm very grateful ï because I am 
square dancing óbecauseô of Jim Choate.  After 9 months in a foot cast and a 2-year restriction from other 
forms of dance, Jim persuaded me to take lessons.  Now like others, I am addicted to it.  May he enjoy ñmany 
square dancesò in Heaven, while we carry on the tradition in our little corner of the world. 
  Our first stop on the dance tour this period was visiting the 
Shelby Shufflers at Heardmont Senior Center, Friday, March 1st.   
We love you Paul Marrs and appreciate all you do for the Shelby 
Shufflers - - but we sure are looking forward to the return of Annie 
Marrs.  Yes Annie, we miss you.  We know you are beginning to 
cue a little, so maybe you will be back full time real soon. 
 Then we were right back at Heardmont Senior Center on 
Sunday, March 3rd, to dance with Caller Jerry Handley at Plus-R-
Us.  Thanks for helping with Rounds óHonorary Cuerô Paul Marrs.  
We appreciate you and what you do for us but will be very pleased 
to see Annie back at her normal ófull steam aheadô pace. 
 Monday (March 4th) we stopped in at the BSDA Friendship 
Hall in Fultondale AL to help the Eastern Wranglers with their 
class of Square dance students.  
 On Tuesday (March 5th), we enjoyed some mini-workshops with Caller Jerry Handley at T-Squares in 
Trussville AL.  If you are 55 years old or older, we hope you will visit with them.  A sweet group of dancers 
gather there and enjoy more than just dancing - they take a little time to enjoy each other.  And they always 
take time to pause and Pray for our sick and those having surgery.  

 When we finished at the T-
Squares, we headed north to visit Caller 
Darryl McMillan and the Fun Bunch in 
Decatur for a little bit of Fat Tuesday 
Mari Gras celebration and dancing.  
 The next day, Wednesday 
(March 6th) we visited with the Pelham 
Promenaders at the Senior Center in 
Pelham.  Thank you, Caller Kevin 
Cozad for challenging our minds and 
attention span with some of your unique 
square dance arrangements.  Challenges 
like that help us grow in our square 
dance abilities!   
 Thursday night (March 7th) we 
danced with the Swinginô Squares in 

Jasper AL.  Club President Jason Turner warmly welcomed us and Caller Roy Dutton keep us busy with Lines 
between Square Dance Tips. 

 On Friday, March 8th we 
kept with tradition and donned 
our óGreenô and enjoyed some St 
Patrickôs Day Dancing with the 
Wheel Arounds at the BSDA 
Hall in Fultondale AL.  Caller 
Larry Belcher and Cuer Diane 
Martin Hamilton provided lots of 
Square and Line Dancing for us.  
It was great to have ALL our 
ASARDA District Two Dele-
gates & Coordinator supporting 
this club and their dance.  



Monday March 11th found us back over at the BSDA Hall in Fultondale to help ñangelò some of the 
students at the Eastern Wranglers square dance class.  They really have a good group of students.  We look 
forward to dancing a lot more with these students after they graduate.  Hope you óexperiencedô dancers will 
seek them out at dances and help them get some quality dance time in a square of seasoned dancers.  Re-
member, we ALL started somewhere.  And this is how we ñgrowò our square dance community and our 
clubs.  

What a óGreatô crowd!!  On Thursday 
night, March 21st, more than two full squares 
of Kurly Qs visited the Duos & Solos in Ft. 
Payne AL.  While the ñfirstò square of 8 
dancers were ñRetrievingò the Kurly Qs Ban-
ner, another square swooped in and ñStoleò 
the Duos & Solos Banner.  We all had a good 
time and enjoyed watching Caller Paul Henze 
teach a square dance class full of ñyoungò 
students ï our óSquare Dance Futureô in the 
making.  And Jeffersonôs Restaurant in Ft 
Payne will probably never be the same after 
dealing with all those Kurly Qs at one time.  Also, it was wonderful to see 8 ASARDA Board Members 
there.    

 The next night, Friday March 22nd we visited the Wheel Arounds and had lots of fun.  Cuer David 

Holladay provided some beautiful Rounds and helped us spent some of our energy on a couple of lively 

Lines.  Caller Larry Belcher threw us a couple of interesting calls with lefthanded challenge. 

The weather finally cooperated and let us visit with the Kurly Qs on Saturday night, March 23rd.  It 
was great to see so many visitors.  The Krazy 8s came and 
ñretrievedò their Club Banner. 

April 2nd, we made another visit to the T-Squares in 
Trussville where they were enjoying a large crowd.  Caller 
Jerry Handley helped us work on a few ócallsô we hesitated 
on during the Jubilee.  These mini workshops are getting us 
ready for the Nationals in Atlanta this June.  

Friday April 5th, we visited with the Shelby Shuf-
flers at Heardmont Senior Center and Caller Jerry Handley.  
We hit the BSDA Friendship Hall in Fultondale to enjoy 
some PLUS dancing at Plus-R-Us and Caller Jerry Handley.  
Currently Jerry is hosting two ñplusò dance opportunities 
each month ï the first Sunday afternoon they dance at 
Heardmont Park; the second plus dance is either the third or fourth Sunday at the BSDA Hall in Fultondale, 
depending on the availability of the hall.  It is a lot of fun and hope you will plan on visiting. On April 14th, 
Cuer Jim Brown visited and called Rounds for us. 

On April 19th, we attended the Eastern Wranglers graduation at the BSDA Friendship Hall in Ful-
tondale AL.  Becky Reggel presented each graduate with ASARDAôs Handbook for New Dancers. Many of 
these new dancers are already venturing out to enjoy their newly gained skills by visiting other clubs and 
special events.   

As a matter of fact, a couple of these 
new dancers participated in the Berry AL 
Founders Day Celebration on Friday April 26th 
where we enjoyed ñdancing in the streetò.  And 
it is a good thing that Berry AL doesnôt have a 
ñClub Bannerò ï because the nine Kurly Qs 
that came and supported this event would have 
ñstolenò the banner.  Prior to dancing, Caller 
Jerry Handley hosted a delicious óshrimp boilô 
feast at his home in Berry.   



After attending the ASARDA Spring Dance on Saturday, April 27th, at the Purser-Ray Hall in       
Odenville, we stayed and danced to a full house at the Kurly Qs Club dance.  Three clubs retrieved their    
Banners during the night.  And we got to enjoy the food and decorations provided by ASARDA District 2. 

On Friday night , May 3rd, we danced to Caller Jerry   
Handley at the Shelby Shufflers ï and watched as the Kurly Qs 
swooped in to ñStealò another Banner.  Looks like all these clubs 
are going to have to make óextraô banners if they intend to even 
have one for themselves. 
 Thank you, Martha Weber, President of BSDA and Arthur 
Droit for setting up for the Plus-R-Us Club Dance on Sunday    
afternoon, May 26th. The next Plus-R-Us dance will be Sunday, 
June 2nd at Heardmont Senior Center, then on Sunday afternoon, 
June 23rd.  At the Plus-R-Us dance at Heardmont Senior Center on 
Sunday afternoon, July 7th, come enjoy some All-American 
Hotdogs and Watermelon be-
fore the dancing begins. 

On Thursday, May 23, 
it was great to see THREE 
squares participate in the     
entertainment for the Veterans 
at the Robert Howard,           
especially so close to Memorial 
Day.  We even noticed some of 
our newly graduated dancers               
participating.  Thank you, Ted 
and Diane Moss, for  coordinating this event for our Veterans. 
 We were glad to see the Wheel Arounds visit the Kurly Qs 
Saturday night, May 25th, to ñRetrieveò their Banner. Maybe some 
of these clubs will conduct a Repeat Performance and go back to the 
Kurly Qs and STEAL the Kurly Qs Banner.  
 A lot is happening in June..  We are so excited to announce 

the Kurly Qs are starting a Round Dance Class June 3rd with      

Instructor Cuer David Holladay.  These classes will be on Monday 

nights, beginning at 6:30pm and only cost $5.00.  The T-Squares are 

celebrating their 12th Anniversary on Tuesday afternoon at the 

Trussville Senior Center.    For those of you that enjoy eating ï well 

ï they will have a great meal, including ham. The BSDA is sponsoring their Annual Presidentôs Day Dance 

on Sunday afternoon (2pm) featuring Caller Terry McGill.  Many many other dances and Special Events are 

coming up - so be SURE to go to the Alabama Square and Round Dance Association website @ 

www.alabamasquaredance.com to FIND ñALLò the Dances, Clubs and Events.  As you can see from           

following the District 2 Delegates/Coordinator around, there are PLENTY of Events and dancing opportunities 

out there for you.  Join us as we dance our way through this last quarter of the ASARDA year to the             

culminating events of our State Convention in Oxford.  We are expecting a larger than ever crowd and there 

will be plenty of dancing for everyone at every level of your dance experience.  

 

Carol VarnerðDistrict 2 Coordinator 

http://www.alabamasquaredance.com


If you missed this yearôs Alabama Jubilee, you really missed a treat.  Caller Matt Worley is as energetic as 
they come. It was great to see so many Round Dancers strolling in TWO rings around the floor to the lovely 
selections of Cuer David Holladay.   Congratulations Jubilee Chairman Margaret and Vick Snyder on a     
successful Jubilee.  What an ñinteresting insightò into our dance ñfutureò as projected by Kay Trimm and the 
Clog Wild Cloggers.  The decorations were beautiful, and everyone had a great time.  We look forward to 
another fantastic Jubilee in 2020 under the ideas of Jason Turner President of the Swinginô Squares in Jasper 
AL.  And the dancing and fun continued on Sunday for the Trail Out Dance with Caller Tom Miller, Caller 
Larry Belcher and Cuer Pauline Angress.  We were surprised, but pleased, to see so many dancers stay after 
the Jubilee to enjoy some Sunday afternoon fun.                                                      Submitted by Carol Varner 


