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From the President:
Another great year of dancing has come to pass. I have thoroughly enjoyed presiding over such a
wonderful group of dancers and working with our enthusiastic board members. This year we have seen a lot
of positive things in our state: we have graduated many new dancers, we had a dramatic increase in
ASARDA memberships, and an immense improvement to our State Convention, thanks to our new venue.
We hope things continue growing next year. Unfortunately, we also lost many members of our dancing
family this year; most recently, the high-spirited cuer, David Sturgis.
We tried this year to encourage our dancers to get out and visit with others. We initiated the
Visitation Certificate program to encourage you to visit other clubs. Unfortunately, we were unable to
present a nifty award to the winner of this program at the convention; because no clubs turned them in.
Hopefully that will not be the case this year, and more clubs will rival with the Wheel Arounds and Kurly
Q’s on visitations. Steve and Becky Reggel attended many dances in and out of state this past year. Becky
has graciously written re-caps for most of those dances to entice others to attend. We are now adding a new
section in the newsletter listing the dances in advance they think ASARDA members would enjoy and would
be affordable from an enjoyment, time/distance and money stand point. (Check out “Reggels
Recommendations” in this issue). Hopefully many of you will take their advice and give them a try. I would
also like to encourage you to attend our neighboring states conventions. Not only does this help them
flourish, it will also recruit dancers to our dances and convention. Once they see how much fun we Alabama
dancers are, they will be delighted to visit with us in return.
This year, we have decided to exchange the ASARDA membership cards for ASARDA membership
dangles. We had planned to utilize the yearly badge stickers as seen in most other states, but opted instead
for the dangles. The dangles are plain this year, but beginning next year we will add yearly stickers
indicating current membership. This will make identifying our current members more efficient than
checking lists at the ASARDA Free dances and on Friday night at the state convention. It will also keep
Anita from ‘nagging’ when she visits your club 😊.
We did not have anything to put out from our last Board meeting, but look for the manila envelopes
to be coming to all the clubs after the February meeting.
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season full of dancing. I hope you will all ring in the new
year with your friends on the dance floor at one of the many New Years Eve dances. I look forward to what
the new year brings us. We are excited to sponsor the Live Band dance at MASDA on February 3rd. The
Road Kill Band (featuring our own Mary Wolfe) has agreed to join us again at this year’s convention and
will be performing singing calls and have invited us to dance at their practice “jam session”. We hope you
will join us at this fun & unique dance as we think it will also be a great opportunity to attract new dancers.
We are always looking for opportunities to attract new dancers so if you have any ideas or know of any
public dancing opportunities, please share them with your ASARDA representatives.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
ASARDA President – Tom Wilkins

District 1 News
What an up and down thing
life is. Last year I wrote of the
connection and sense of community
we share in square dancing – how
little did I realize then how right I
was. Highs are so very high; lows
can be so very low. And so, we
have had good news this last
quarter – dear friends who are
successfully fighting off cancer, and
devastating news, as one of our
precious dancers lost their 25-yearold son too tragically early. These
are the journeys that we go through
in life, and probably the biggest
lessons we learn through them is to see each other as God sees us – unique and precious, and to touch each
other with compassion bearing each other’s burdens and sharing each other’s joys. When we do life together
we lift the burdens from the oppressed, and make the hard ways easier to bear. This sense of community and
caring stands in stark contrast to the vindictive
and nasty interactions that seem to dominate
the public conversation lately. But in defiance
of that tearing down and divisiveness, we can
show others what it really means to live
together as neighbors in a free nation. To that
end, I encourage you all in this holiday season
to slow down and cover yourselves and your
friends, your neighbors and even those who
hate you with grace this year. Put away any
bad feelings or gossip or frustrations that you
might have harbored. Take the time to see
each other, to celebrate each other, to care for
each other, and to love each other.
There’s a real energy this year that has
settled into the North Alabama square dance community. This past quarter, we have had a number of
demonstration squares visiting local community gatherings and events which have been used to publicize our
local square dance clubs (Boaz Harvest
Festival, the New Hope Founders Day). At
Burritt on the Mountain, we taught 750
elementary school students over 2 days
about the history of square dance in the US,
along with a couple basic square dance
moves which ended in a LOT of laughter
and excitement! That event culminated in
an outstanding demo on Saturday with
dancers from all over the area. Thank you
to all who participated in these
demonstrations – they are a vital part of our
community and they are greatly
appreciated.

We are gearing up now to start the New Year with a bang. Often our clubs start new classes, and this
year is no exception. If you have friends or neighbors who have never tried square dance, encourage them to
come to the classes that are near you. We cannot continue to dance unless we share our special hobby with
those who have never tried it, and that means getting them into classes. Let your favorite thing about square
dance shine through when you talk with your friends and neighbors this holiday season. Many times, it is
hard to find the perfect gift for people – so many of us have all the things we need and want. Maybe instead
of things, you should think about gifting a neighbor or a young couple with 4 free lessons to your local club’s
classes. The gift of square dancing is a gift of fun, of improved health, and good friends. I can’t think of a
better gift than that! Talk to your local club president or caller and find out when your club starts classes
again. Then write up a gift certificate or card for your recipient, and pre-pay their classes to the club when
they show up! What a great gift idea (and easy too – no shopping)!
There are a few things to be aware of if you are in North Alabama. ASARDA is putting together a
bus road trip to the National Convention (you should see more about this elsewhere in this newsletter). This
should be a great time to make new friends and build your relationships with the old ones. If you are
interested, let your local ASARDA representatives know, and watch for emails and information in your clubs
as it comes out.
Speaking of which, your local ASARDA officers and representatives are myself, Don Wolford,
Dennis Pinnix, Bobby Johnson, Ann Leithauser-Reid, and Jean Brandon-Matthews. Susan Wolford is also
the ASARDA insurance chair and can back up any of these folks if you have questions or need to pass along
information. I am looking for a couple additional “non-voting” representatives for District 1, particularly
from clubs outside the core areas of Huntsville, Decatur and Guntersville. The intent is to have a small
number of people who can facilitate communication with outlying clubs and make sure that they get timely
information from me and the state organization, and that there is a voice for them in how we work on
growing our clubs, and in how we serve their needs and represent their voices in ASARDA. Voting
delegates are required to come to the quarterly ASARDA board meetings; non-voting representatives do not
need to come to the quarterly ASARDA board meetings. If you would be willing to serve in either of these
capacities, please drop me an email.
We are at the season where club officers are changing over. Please remember your new officers get
no pay, and often they receive very few thanks and a lot of criticism for all the hard work they put into
making our clubs work. Please say thank you to them and to our very talented callers and cuers. Think
before you complain to a club officer or your caller or cuer; make sure that whatever you bring up is
something actionable and within their power to actually do
something about. This will greatly reduce their stress. And
remember, if you don’t like the way your club is run, there is
probably an open seat on the board, so you can almost
always become part of the solution to make the club a better
place to dance.
The ASARDA website is being updated to reflect all
the new club officers in District 1 if you need to get in touch
with them. It is my objective to keep the ASARDA website
current with the latest information from our clubs, so this
resource is available at a moment’s notice through your
internet browser.
I would love to hear from you – your ideas and
suggestions are what it takes to make square dancing grow
and thrive in Alabama. My email address is
District1ASARDA@gmail.com, and my contact data is (of
course) kept updated on the ASARDA website.
See you across the Square!
District I Coordinator – Terry Cassis

District 2 News
Greetings from your DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES: Delegates, Becky Reggel, Vera Simpson,
Margaret Snyder and Coordinator Carol Varner. [Please note: “WE” or “US” in the contents of this article
refers to one or more of your District Representatives attending clubs, dances and/or events. “WE” are there
to support YOU and listen to suggestions and concerns about Square Dancing.
First of all, we want to thank Membership Chairman Anita Southern for her dedication to
ASARDA and her diligence in promoting and collecting the dues for 2018. She is off to a great start!!
Remember – dues are ONLY $10.00 for a whole year. Join now so you get to share in the benefits all year
long. If you haven’t paid your dues yet, I hope you will take just a moment to send a check to: P. O. Box,
Pell City AL 35125. THANKS
Remember all the wonderful clothes donated to the ‘Clothes Closet
Sale’ held during the ASARDA Convention in August 2017? Thanks to those
who were willing to ‘further’ donate their “unsold” items. Your ‘experienced
clothes’ are being used to “outfit” new square dancers. What a great way to
promote square dancing, especially when it enables our ‘younger’ students to
get a start without breaking into their piggy banks. These two young ladies sent
us a photo and a big heartfelt THANK YOU for the lovely dresses we gave
them. Recently, several outfits were also provided to ‘student dancers’ taking
lessons at the Kurly Qs. Graduation for these students will be enjoyed on
Monday night December 18. Thank you Kevin Cozad for teaching the square
dance beginner class at the Kurly Qs during Ronnie Purser’s brief rest from
teaching.
Thank you, Jim and Mary Wolfe,
(from District 3) for visiting us in
District 2. We were delighted to see you
and other guests having such a good time
while dancing at Plus R Us on Sunday,
September 3. And we certainly enjoyed
our visit to District 3 on Saturday night
November 11th following the afternoon
ASARDA meeting. Some of us are
already talking about another visit in
January 2018 to start the year off “stealing
banners” (smile).

Several of us have made numerous trips to visit the Fun Bunch in Decatur (District 1) to meet the
square dance challenges presented by the energetic Darryl McMillan. On this particular visit, we got to
share in the fun of his “beginner lessons”. Most
interestingly, he “introduced” the ‘new dancers’ to a little
bit of ALL types of Western style dances: Line dancing,
Round, Two Step, and a Cotton Eyed Joe style circle dance
where the entire crowd had a hoot while participating.
What a wonderful idea!! This lets new dancers know there
is a lot more to enjoy at Square Dances “besides just square
dancing”. If you look closely, you will find ASARDA
Delegate Vera Simpson (of Kurly Qs) and ASARDA
Membership Chairman Anita Southern. Yep – she was
there collecting 2018 membership dues.
WOW. The Shelby Shufflers sure have had
a lot going on recently. Here we find Annie
Marrs leading a Spooktacular Line Dance.
Then they spent almost an entire day dancing
outside at Bakers Farm for the Pumpkin
Festival. Several other clubs joined in the fun
too – Yellow Rockers, Crazy 8s, Bee Bop
Arounds, Kurly Qs, Plus R Us and Campers
and Dancers. We understand they are
planning to do this again next year – so watch
for the announcement in The Tips (by the
BSDA) or the event calendar on the
ASARDA Website.

On Friday night, September 15th we enjoyed going “back in time” while we danced to the Eastern
Wranglers 50s Rock and Roll Party featuring Caller Mike Sikorsky and Cuer Ronnie Purser. We
packed the BSDA Hall in Fultondale for the twirl down memory lane.
Then on Sunday, September 17th, we packed the BSDA Hall again for the famous BSDA “FALL”
Appreciation Dance. This year, we enjoyed a delicious Spaghetti meal to help raise much needed funds for
the hall. Then we danced off the extra calories as we were entertained by young enthusiastic Justin Russell,
the featured Caller; interspersed with delightful rounds with Richard and Jo Ann Lawson. And did you see
all the wonderful cakes presented for the cake raffle?? Congratulations to BSDA President Ann LeithauserWhite and your volunteers for such a successful event.
Also in September, we supported the Georgia State Convention held in Athens GA. What a
wonderful slate of Callers and Cuers was lined up for our dancing pleasure.

Congratulations are also in order for the Wheel Arounds on their ‘Spooky’ rendition of Halloween
Trick, Treat and Dancing. And check out Delegate Margaret Snyder’s Halloween decorations!! Thank you,
Margaret, for so much time and effort so others can have a realistic and mood setting event. And we see the
Kurly Qs showed up to retrieve their Club Banner.

But the fun didn’t end there. The Wheel Around also provided everyone an opportunity to come out
and “Cheer” for their favorite sports team at their “Tailgate” Party. If you missed this one you missed a lot
of jovial ragging from “several” of our more prominent SEC football fans. Congratulations to the Auburn
Fans for such a huge victory. We are already hearing the traditional “Wait until next year!!”

Other events in November included all the
Veterans Day activities. Thank you Plus R
US/Shelby Shufflers Caller Jerry Handley,
Line/Round Cuer and Equipment Guru Annie and
Paul Marrs and Delegate Vera Simpson for your
DONATIONS of TIME and money supporting the
Annual Fundraiser at Pelham Golden Corral. The
Golden Corrals throughout the US have partnered
with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) to help
our Veterans. Thanks also to BSDA President Ann
Leithauser-White and ASARDA Vice President
Steve Reggel and Delegate Becky Reggel for the
money donations you mailed. For the third year in a
row, ‘Square Dancers’ have helped make the Pelham
Golden Corral NUMBER 1 in the state of Alabama.
We hope more square dancers will volunteer to help
next year when they are asked.

Alabama enjoyed another Turkey Strut in Pigeon Forge. Didn’t have as
many as we had last year, but we still had a ‘strutting good time’.

December started off with a ”Clatter” as the Clog Wild Cloggers ‘Pranced and Danced’ at the special Health
Fair hosted by the Sixth Street Sliders at the Sixth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham. Then the group
went to the Regency Retirement Village for 2 more performances.

NOW - As we race into the thick of the holidays, we hope all of you will take time to check the ASARDA
website Calendar of Events. Lots of Christmas events and celebrations are happening in District 2 and
throughout our state. HAPPY HOLIDAYS
District II Coordinator – Carol Varner

District 3 News
District III is a fun place to be. Several clubs in our district are in the process of square dance
lessons. Randolph Promenaders currently has 12 students learning to square dance. It is very exciting to
realize that a club, which may have very few members, barely a square, with enthusiasm, luck, and a strong
outreach attempt can suddenly double or triple their membership through offering one group of lessons. If
any of you in any club feels a little discouraged, remember how quickly things can grow and change. Keep
that in mind and plan for the future!!
Village Squares danced at the Rocky Top Pumpkin Patch in Salem, Alabama October 15 th. (right).
They also participated in the Festive Five
competition at Auburn Mall on November 15th
(below). Prattville Promenaders has been asked
to perform on stage at the Millbrook Christmas
Festival Dec. 2nd.
Two of our new square
dancers are in a music group called Easy Walk
Gospel. They will be performing between tips
during the hour. I plan to join them. Any time
any club performs in the community it is a huge
opportunity to generate interest in square dancing.
It also reflects well on square dance clubs when
they are invited to community events.
Lots goes on in our district.
Opportunities to line dance, round
dance, dance basic, mainstream,
plus and advanced. If you are in
round dance group or a line dance
group, be sure and let the folks in
your group know about square
dancing and other opportunities
nearby. Check out the web at
http://www.montgomerysquaredanc
e.com/masda/index.htm to see
times and dates of the dance
opportunities.
District III Coordinator – Mary Wolfe

District 4 News
B Sharp Plus Dancers will be dark Dec. 12, 2017. Come join us at our new location at the VIA Senior
Center on Dauphin Street for our Christmas party on Dec. 19th. We dance A squares from 6:00-7:00 and
Plus from 7:00-9:00 with Ted Kennedy.
Mobile Singles are enjoying their new location at Mobile Public Recreation Building on Azalea Road. They
dance from 7:00-9:00 with David Jarred.
Submitted by Richard & Janet Hamilton
District IV Coordinator – Jim Purvis

CAMPERS AND DANCERS #152 News
News

The September campout was held at Spring Lake RV Resort, in Crossville, Tennessee. We had a
total of 15 rigs; 9 rigs were Chapter #152, 6 rigs of dancers from Tennessee, and other people that were not
camping. We had about 35 people. Because hurricane Irma decided to come visit that week, several of us
wondered if we would have a campout, but we did. One of campers came in on Monday, and rest ventured
in on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. Our activities began on Thursday with a cookout at the clubhouse.
We brought our meat and sides to share. Once dinner
was over, we had two tables playing Mexican Train.
On Friday, we caravanned to the Crossville Outlet
Mall. We viewed a train exhibit that was set up in
one of the stores. After the train exhibit, some of our
members shopped in Wrangler store, the Kitchen
gadget store, and the Vanity Fair store. Our next stop
was the Military Museum in the City of Crossville.
Our third stop was to walk outside and meet our tour
guide for the City of downtown Crossville. The City
of Crossville did a great job of honoring their military
veterans; they had several monuments. Our final stop
was dinner. We ate at the Beef and Barrel. On
Saturday, we played BINGO. We had eight different
winners (one
gentleman won
twice, three of our
winners were guests,
and there were two
playoffs). There is
always something
wild going on when
we play Bingo. We
attended a play
called The Drowsy
Chaperone; a
musical comedy.
They welcomed
several groups
attending. When
they introduced the Campers and Dancers, we all hollered. We had
two full nights of dancing. On Friday night, our caller was Terry
McGill Lake City, TN. On Saturday night, our caller was Mike
Hoose of TN (pictured right) Both callers did a fabulous job. We
laughed and had a great time. We welcomed our guests who came
to dance with us. Our own Susan Wolford, on Friday and
Saturday evening, did a great job cuing lines/rounds. Stacy Pigeon
won Split the Pot. Thank you to our two wonderful callers: Terry
McGill and Mike Hoose for a great weekend of dancing. Also, to
Susan Wolford for the great job she did. What a fun time we had.
Thanks to our wagon masters Don & Susan Wolford and
Tom & Diane Connor for a great campout! It was fun,
informative, and entertaining. To see what a good time we have,
check out the pictures on Facebook.

The October 13 – 14 was held at Lowndes County State Park. We had 8 rigs in attendance plus 1
coming from offsite. We had 6 visitors, from Tupelo, Mississippi, that danced with us. We had five special
family guests (from Ralph & Viv Taylor’s family) that came and spent time with us. The weather was cold
enough for a roaring fire on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. Rusty Emmons was having fun keeping
the fire going. We had ample wood to burn for the weekend. Cil Herndon provided S’mores at the Thursday
campfire. Everyone enjoyed relaxing and watching the flames. We did a lot of touring. The first stop was
Tennessee Williams’ Home. The second stop was Rosewood Manor and Gardens. The home was a
beautiful Greek Revival antebellum mansion owned by Gracie Hicks and her husband. The third stop on
the tour was the Tom Bevill Lock/Dam Visitors Center, in Alabama. The building was built to the period of
1830 – 1860. The fourth stop was Carrollton, Alabama. We went to Pickens County Courthouse to see the
ghost in the window. There is an arrow, on the side of the courthouse, pointing to the window. If you
studied it hard, you could see the face. They claim the window has been changed, and the face came back;
spooky. Oh wait, this is October. We had our pictures made in a pumpkin cut out. The town was decked
out for fall; festive and pretty. To end the tour, we had ice cream. [We had our ice cream before dinner.]
We did a lot of eating as well. On Thursday, we had a cookout. Everyone brought meat to grill and
delicious sides to share. On Friday, ate at the Café on Main. On Saturday morning, we woke to a pancake
breakfast complete with bacon, sausage, juice, and coffee. There was a ton of food. Breakfast was delicious
and filling. That evening we had our potluck with lots and lots of scrumptious dishes to choose. Once again,
my compliments to all our wonderful cooks. We played Bingo, and had ten winners. We helped Neal
Snider, before Friday’s dance, celebrate his birthday. Doris, his lovely wife, brought a cake with candles.
We enjoyed two full nights of dancing to our own Jerry Handley. We welcomed our guests who came to
dance with us. Connie Wise, a cuer, brought recorded music for rounds and lines so that she could dance,
with us, as well. Many thanks to Jerry and Connie, for a job well done. You guys were great. We had a
wonderful time. I think that we worked off all our food. Yellow Rocks to our wagon masters Ralph & Viv
Taylor and Rusty & Elizabeth Emmons for a great campout!
The November 10 - 11 campout was held at Roaring Pines RV Park/Campground in Somerville,
AL. We woke to mooing cows. The campground backs up to a farm. We had 11 rigs. We also had five
members coming offsite, and 9 members of Lake Twirlers that came to dance with us. We had a special
young guest, Hayden Heath, Cil and George’s grandson. I wish that I had half his energy. The owners of the
campground came to join us for potluck. We had a relaxing weekend; a chance to lay back and put your feet
up. A beautiful fire burned in an extra-large fire place all day. Our fire bugs kept us warm and toasty. We
attended John Bloodworth’s woodworking show. We did a lot of eating. On Thursday, we ate at Son’s
with large portions. On Friday, we had soup and chili. It was very difficult to sample them all before getting
too full. On Saturday Morning, the Wagon Master provided a full breakfast with eggs, biscuits, and
bacon/sausage. And finally, Saturday evening we had our scrumptious potluck. We were so stuffed. My
compliments to all our great cooks for the weekend. We always have so much food. Thank goodness, we
had two high energy nights of dancing to Wayne Mahathey. He is such a wonderful caller and worked off
all our eating. Thank you also to Susan Wolford for cuing lines/rounds Friday night. She did a great job as
well. We had a blast spending time with one another. Many yellow rocks to our wagon masters Wayne &
Shelia Mahathey and John & Jan Bloodworth for a fun relaxing campout.
December – our camping season has sadly ended. We had nine months of fun; camping, dancing,
eating, touring different places, enjoying visitors that come dance
with us, and fellowshipping with each other. This year we
camped in Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, and
Tennessee. We had nine different callers. Our camping season
runs from March through November. We get together in
February and December for a luncheon. You see how much fun
we have. If you have a camper and would like to join us, please
contact us (205) 492-2397.
See you dancing,
Elizabeth K. Emmons, Secretary

ASARDA Education
T
Thhee C
Caarree aanndd FFeeeeddiinngg ooff SSqquuaarree D
Daanncceerrss
By Calvin Campbell, CallerLab Vice Chairman Committee for Community Dance

When I first learned to call square dancing years ago a normal
record was 3:45 minutes in length. I was cautioned by my mentors
that when I reached the end of a record I should reset the needle and
immediately find a place to stop. I followed that rule for
my entire career. I’ve never had any dancer tell me I should call
longer patter.
Shortly after that, records came out that were extended length.
About five minutes long. I tried a couple out and immediately
heard from several dancers that the patter part of the tip was
entirely too long. Now, I have heard of patter recordings as long as
nine minutes in length.
Singing calls are still reasonable in length. They usually play
about 3:45. I have noticed that a number of singing call records start
out with a 16-beat intro. That length of an intro would add about 4
seconds.
Another thing that I was told was that I should plan on calling about 4 tips per hour. That meant that I had
about 10 minutes to call my square dance patter and a singing call. Most of the SD clubs, I called for, did
some round dancing. That took up about three or five minutes. An average round dance is
about 2:25 minutes in length. That left time for a three-minute rest break for those dancers that danced one
round or no break for those that danced two rounds.
The dancers were largely very happy with that length of timing for everything. If the dancers sat out a tip
then they only had to wait 15 minutes before they were back on the floor and dancing.
A very popular caller named Ed Gilmore was famous for telling the dancers to “square up" and he would
start calling as soon as about 3 sets were on the floor or no longer than 30 seconds after he made his
announcement. Sometimes sets would still be forming when he started calling.
I have been to Ed’s dances where square would be forming as soon as the round or the mixer was done.
Ed would grab the mic and away he would go.
Ed was a memory caller. I don’t believe modules has been invented yet. He called very clever and
interesting choreography. A lot of it is still used by callers today.
Ed didn’t tell jokes or plug his future bookings. He called square dances. At the end of the evening you
had danced a lot of tips. You also had danced with a lot of different people. You went home tired but
happy.
If you wanted to talk to Ed, you had to wait until the end of the program. His total focus was on what he
wanted to call next. If he wanted to talk to you, he hopped off the stage. The conversation was short.
In earlier years, I called dances in Texas for a club that never took rest breaks. The rotation was a patter
call, a singing call, some round dance or mixer dance and the next tip was started. The first time I called for
the club, I had to go back to the start of my planned program because I hadn’t prepared enough tips.
Thankfully they hired me back.
At this club, most of the dancers danced every dance. Young and old, they were on the floor. I used
modules because everyone exchanged partners and I never knew who would square up with who. (I hope
that’s correct grammar).
One of the things that attracted me to square dancing was the opportunity of dancing with many different
people. Before I got married it was dancing with many partners. After I got married it was dancing with
many good friends.
Then, the dance pace was fast, the timing was tight, and the tips were short. You rushed to the floor to get
a spot in a square.

I now attend dances where the caller will talk for a minute or two about upcoming gigs and between tips
will “chat” with people for several minutes. When he/she does get back on the mike and asks everyone to
square up, the people drag onto the floor and the callers waits and waits.
Times have certainly changed. Why did they have to change? Did the dancers change? Or did the callers
change? I think callers changed what they do without asking the dancers what they really want. I don’t
believe the dancers, in general have changed their preferences.
Some square dance clubs do attract certain dancers. If dancers like a caller who calls 10-minute tips, they
will attend his/her dances. That is the type of caller the club will hire. If they like marathon patter tips they
will find callers who call marathon tips.
However, I have found that shorter tips work better in most clubs. There are several reasons for this.
First, if you listen to the dancers, they will talk about how many tips they danced. You never hear them
talk about how long they danced each tip. If you hear anything, it may be that they thought some tip would
never end.
We are dealing with an older population of dancers. Many older dancers need to sit out a tip to rest once
in a while. If the caller takes 1 minute to get squares filled, then calls a 7-minute patter call and a 4-minute
singing call, the dancers have been on their feet for 12 minutes. For many dancers, that is way too long.
There is also a tolerance limit in poor dancing squares. Would you rather be stuck in a square that
constantly breaks down for 10 minutes or for 12 minutes? In this situation, a minute is a very long time.
If the caller takes a five to seven-minute break, then the total time between start of one tip and the start of
the next tip is 19-20 minutes. That cuts the number of tips/hour from 4 to 3.
Add it all up and 6 tips can fill two hours. That’s just six singing calls. Just six patter calls. If you have
been dancing all 7-minute patter calls and 4-minute singing calls, you can expect to square dance only about
66 minutes out of the two hours at the most.
If the caller calls shorter tips but calls 2 more tips then the total dance time is usually longer at a 2-hour
dance. If you limit the tips to no more than 10 minutes, you can call 7-8 tips in two hours, it means the
dancer have been dancing squares a total of 70-80 minutes. What do you think will please more dancers?
At some dances, there is also an announcement break. At many clubs that happens about the middle of the
dance and can take as long as 15 minutes while dancers stand around in squares or sit on hard chairs. Both
are bad on backs. Subtract one tip from each estimate.
All these factors affect who is willing to attend a square dance. If the caller or the club makes the wrong
decisions, then some dancers quit dancing. When they quit dancing they sometimes become a negative voice
for square dancing. More dancing time will mean happier dancers.
Education Chairman – Wayne Nicholson

ALABAMA SUPER TRAVELER PROGRAM
If you are participating in the Alabama Super Traveler’s
there has been a change. There will not be an Azalea Trail
Festival in Mobile which would have been District 4. You
must still dance in all 3 Districts, but in lieu of District 4,
please attend another Special NON-CLUB SPONSORED
Dance in ANOTHER STATE. Keep in mind your own
club does not count towards dancing in your District.
There has been a lot of interest in this program so be sure
you have your card signed and returned to Anita Southern
by the end of July 2018. If you have any further questions,
please email Anita at anitasouthern1@centurylink.net.

ASARDA INSURANCE
Goodness how time does fly. We are already gearing up to get insurance set up for all clubs and dancers for
2018. Good news again this year: $4.75 is still the annual premium for each dancer. This is the 3rd year
running with no increase in rates. Yea! All clubs must become an ASARDA Club Member before their
insurance application can be submitted. Anita Southern is accepting Club and Dancer memberships now.
You'll find her mailing address on the application which is available on our website:
www.alabamasquaredance.com.
Insurance Representatives: Each club is insured for 2017 through December 31, 2017. Your 2018 insurance
will be effective after your application is processed through me and your insurance payment is received by
the National Insurance Representative. Please get your club's application to me by the 1st of December. It
takes about 4 weeks to process an application and get a Certificate of Insurance issued. Also, please be
considerate of other clubs. If you have members paying their insurance through your club and they are also
members of a second club, the second club's insurance cannot be processed until your club has submitted the
premium for that member. Some clubs must have their Certificate of Insurance submitted to their dance
venue before their first dance in January so early submission for those clubs is critical.
As I receive applications, if there are members of a club who are insured through another club, I will contact
that other club just to let them know that I am holding a club's application until I receive theirs. This is just
to let everyone know the status of all clubs involved.
All insurance form packets have been sent out. If you have not received yours, please let me know.
Insurance Chairman – Susan Wolford

ASARDA membership
As of 14 November, I currently have 14 clubs and 116 members of ASARDA which includes the 16
members that are life-time members that have already joined for 2018. Last year there was a total 464
members and 31 clubs that joined, and I hope that 2018 will bring a lot more members. Everyone please go
back to your clubs and encourage everyone to join ASARDA. Keep in mind that you can't get the ASARDA
Insurance until your club has joined. Membership will remain at $10.00 per person for 2018. There has
been a change in club membership - for 2018 all clubs will pay $10.00 for the year instead of $17.00 and
$12.00. Another change in ASARDA for 2018 - I will no longer be mailing out membership cards. I will
give you a special ASARDA Membership Dangle that you need to attach to your club badge. Beginning in
2019 you will receive a yearly sticker to put on your Membership dangle and each year after will be a
different color. Each club that joins will receive a paid receipt. Remember with your ASARDA membership
you will get in free on Friday night of the State Convention in August and 2 other dances throughout the
year. I am also selling the Saturday night ribbons for $10.00 per person. So if you go ahead and join now
and purchase your ribbon for Saturday night all you would have to pay is $5.00 for the trail-in dance on
Thursday night. We had a fun time dressing up for last year’s theme as the Roaring 20s and for 2018 the
theme will be Every Day is a Holiday, so you can dress up for any holiday you choose but nothing scary
please if you dress for Halloween!
Membership Chairman - Anita Southern

National Square Dance Conventions
Want to go to the National Square Dance
Convention but don’t want to drive 11
hours to Kansas City, Missouri? How
about taking the trip with 50 fellow dancers?
We are looking at Chartering a bus for our
dancers to ride to Nationals. The average
price will be somewhere around $100 per
person. All passengers will be booked into
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
the same hotel. Depending on interest, we could have several pick-up places
June 27 – 30, 2018
throughout the state. The bus would transport you to the Convention, leaving on
either Wednesday or Thursday (depending on preference of passengers) and return on Sunday. Passengers
would have exclusive use of the bus while in Kansas City. All passengers would be booked in the same
hotel. You would also be responsible for the hotel rooms (Average $145 per room per night) and the cost of
the convention ($60 per person). If you are interested, please send an email to asardanews@gmail.com. If
we have enough people interested, we will finalize the details and get the exact pricing.

The Peach Pits team is working hard to host a great convention in
Georgia, June 26-29, 2019 for your enjoyment! The entire Cobb Galleria
Convention Centre (pictured above) and Renaissance Waverly Hotel
allows for all convention activities to be in one convenient facility.
Attendees staying at any of the convention hotels or the RV Park will
receive free parking. The Convention Center has a skywalk attached to
both the Atlanta Braves’ new baseball stadium SunTrust Park as well as
Cumberland Mall, which is one of the largest shopping malls in Georgia.
It takes a small army to host a National Square Dance Convention. There are still several positions
available on the 68th National Square Dance Convention Committees. Please contact Louis and Angie
McClure if you are interested in volunteering in any capacity at genchair@68nsdc.com

Reggel’s Recommendations
Steve and Becky say, "We enjoyed these out of state dances, and think you will also"
✓ SNOWFLAKE SPECIAL
JAN. 27th, 2018. Manchester, TN. About three hours driving from Birmingham. Justin Russell
calling. Dinner at 6pm. dance at 7pm. all for just $10.00
✓ HEART OF THE SMOKIES SQUARE UP
FEB. 23rd-24th, 2018. Pigeon Forge, TN. 5 callers. You
can dance the whole night. Last year didn't stop until 2
am. Located at the Ramada Inn. Pizza and Teddy Bears.
You will see familiar faces and callers and have a great
time.
✓ DOGWOOD FESTIVAL
APRIL 14th, 2018. Fayetteville, TN. Just north of
Huntsville. Terry McGill calling. Finger foods at 6:30,
more like a six-course meal all for $ 10.00. You will see
familiar faces here also from Alabama and Tennessee.
✓ PEACHTREE PROMENADE
JULY 27th-29th 2018. Commerce, GA. About 3 1/2 hours east of Birmingham on the Interstate.
ALL PLUS DANCE. A host of Callers. $ 5.00 each ticket, includes pizza, and ice cream and cookies.
A great weekend including Gospel songs to dance to on Sunday morning.
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It's time to pull out the fiddle and the bow. It's time to rosin that bow and get the fiddle in tune. Time
for the fiddler to practice. Hurry, it's time for Patty to get the banjo in tune, get the mandolin in tune, pull out
the harmonica in the right key, get the guitar in tune and, oh, don't forget the bass. That bass is so important
for square dancing. Did I say get the banjo in tune (good grief that thing goes out of tune quick).
Whew. Now Patty and Mary are ready to begin to
practice singing calls. Can you believe it? Singing calls!
We had so much fun doing patter calls at the State
Convention. And now we get the chance to do singing
calls!!
We remember fondly how nice the callers were
and how happy the dancers were at the State Convention.
We are now so happy that ASARDA along with
MASDA has seen the fun of promoting square dancing
in central Alabama through live music. We are really
glad that Kevin Cozad has agreed to work with us and
call at the dance. Also, we are so happy that Susan
Wolford has agreed to call rounds.
We hope people from across the State come and
support this outreach to our community. It's a chance to hear Road Kill (a two-woman band), dance to some
live music, and recruit new dancers to the Montgomery area.
It won't be long till we will be loading up the truck and heading to Montgomery. February 3rd. 7:00
– 9:00 pm. Montgomery Area Square Dance Association which is located at 2200 Poplar Street. Admission
is $5.00.
Mary Wolfe, Road Kill Band and District III Coordinator

O CT O B ER F E S T 2017
Have you ever ridden the Dragon Tail in Fontana, NC either on a motorcycle or in a car? You would
remember it because there are 318 miles of switchbacks in 11 miles. Motorcyclists from all over the world
come to ride the Dragon Tail.
On a lighter note. We had 15
squares at Octoberfest in Fontana on
October 19-22, 2017. There were
dancers from Louisiana, Florida,
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Indiana,
North Carolina, Alabama and
Tennessee. Our callers were Darryl
McMillan and Wes Dyer and our
cuer was David Holladay. We had
so much fun and the callers/cuers
blended together like they had been
calling for years together. We had
10 squares dancing at Fontana Dam
on Friday (largest crowd ever) and
couldn’t tell you how many dancers we had at Stecoah for their festival. There were three squares dancing
on stage and at least one dancing in the grass with that many more dancers watching and waiting their turn to
dance. The weather was beautiful the entire weekend, but the trees hadn’t started turning much because they
had not had frost yet.

This dance is different than most weekend dances as we eat, play and square dance together. It is like
a family reunion. Several of the dancers worked on a puzzle when they weren’t dancing, or they played
Mexican Train. We had several dancers there who weren’t able to dance but because they love the weekend
so much they came just to see old friends and make new ones. If anyone went home hungry it was their own
fault.
There was a shuffleboard tournament on Friday and putt putt golf tournament on Saturday. Shirley
Haraway and James Forgy won the shuffleboard tournament and Susie Burns and Ted Moss won the putt
putt golf tournament. Our new Fontana Dam Queen is Robbie Lindsay.
Again, some of the Dam Kids (those who worked on the dam when it was built) were in Fontana and
some came down to watch us dance on Saturday. On Saturday night we had skits (which were some of the
best) and ate ice cream and cookies and on Sunday we danced to an hour of Gospel Music.
Our dates for next year are October 18-20, 2018. Hope to see you in Fontana next year. Ask anyone
who was there, and they will tell you we had a blast.
Submitted by Ann Leithauser-White, ASARDA Historian

44th Annual Turkey Strut
Gobblegobblegobble.
The week before
Thanksgiving, you could
hear Jerry’s turkey calling all
square and round dancers to
the "Turkey Strut’. This was
another great week-end to be a
dancer. Round dancing was
provided by Beverly and Bob
Castell. and Squares by Jerry
Biggerstaff, Tony Oxendine,
Bob Baier, and Johnny
Preston. On November 17 &
18 the walls of the Smokey Mountain Resorts and Convention Center in Pigeon Forge
was 'vibrating’ sounds to square dancers far and wide. With a professional line-up of callers like this, you
couldn’t ask for anything better. This Plus and Advanced level dancing week-end challenged some of us
better dancers, as well of having fun. It was a week-end of high anticipation from the dancers and the
'patience’ of the callers. . . .the week-end was not a letdown. Excellent calling for both round and square
dancers. If you don't have this added to your calendar, you're missing a terrific dance. Don't forget November
2018 for the 'Turkey Strut'.
Submitter by: Becky Reggel, District 2 Delegate

Northwest Florida Square and Round Dance Association’s
43rrdd Round Up – Its Fall Ya’ll

Two great Alabama callers created a memorable weekend for square dancers in Pensacola, Florida area on
October 27-28, 2017. The callers being Larry Belcher and Darrel McMillan. The timing was right, the
dancer’s expectation was high, and the callers were in their prime. This feeling was warmly felt throughout
the two nights' and Saturday workshop activities. Steve and I felt welcomed as 'out-siders’. We had a great
time with some dancers we had met before and also meeting some new dancers for the first time. This dance
was great and so was the 'fresh fish' dinner we had at a local restaurant. This dance is a plus for your
dance calendar.
Summited by: Becky Reggel, District 2 Delegate

Upcoming dances
We Would Like to Invite All of Our Dance Friends to our 40th Annual Dancer Appreciation Dance
Date: Sunday, Dec 10, 2017
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE “A”, Decatur, Alabama
Caller: Darryl McMillan
The Wheel Arounds Christmas Dance
Date: Friday, Dec 22, 2017
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Larry Belcher
Cuer: David Holladay
(Mississippi) Magnolia Swingers Year End Blast
Dates: Dec 30 - 31, 2017
St Martin Community Center, 15008 Lemoyne Boulevard, Biloxi, MS
Caller: Rob Baird
Cuer: Terri & Tim Wilaby
New Years Eve 2017 - BSDA
Date: Sunday, Dec 31, 2017
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 12:15 a.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Tom Miller
Cuer: Pauline Angress
New Years Eve Celebration
Date: Sunday, Dec 31, 2017
Time: 8:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Sandy & David Sturgis
Launch 2018 My First Special Dance of 2018
Date: Saturday, Jan 06, 2018
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE “A”, Decatur, Alabama
Caller: Darryl McMillan
10th Annual January Shine
Date: Sunday, Jan 20, 2018
Time: 12:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Terri & Tim Willaby
13th Anniversary The Wheel Arounds Anniversary Dance
Date: Friday, Jan 26, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Larry Belcher
Cuer: David Holladay
Estill Springers Snowflake Special
Date: Saturday, Jan 27, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
The Barn, Ada Wright Center, 328 North Woodland St., Manchester, TN
Caller: Justin Russell
Cuer: Robbie Carrington

Come Enjoy the Band & Square Dance Entertainment Featuring Road Kill Band
Date: Saturday, Feb 03, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
MASDA Center, 2200 Poplar Street, Montgomery, Alabama
Caller: Kevin Cozad
Cuer: Susan Wolford
Come Join the Magic of the Belles and Buoys 40th Annual Mardi Gras Festival in the Enchanted Forest
Dates: Feb 02 - 03, 2018
Woolmarket Cummunity Center, 16320 Old Woolmarket Road, Biloxi, MS
Caller: Steve Kopman
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Annual Chili Dinner and Dance A Special Square and Round Dance Sponsored by The Fun Bunch
Date: Tuesday, Feb 06, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE “A”, Decatur, Alabama
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Eastern Wranglers Valentine Dance
Date: Saturday, Feb 10, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Mike Sikorsky
26th Annual Heart of the Smokies Square Up
Dates: Feb 23 - 24, 2018
Smokey Mountain Convention Center, Ramada Inn Pigeon Forge, TN
Callers: Terry McGill, Mark Foster, Alan Hall, Wes Dyer & Bill Salley
Cuers: Bob & Rachel Boudrow
Lines: Janette Bowen
64th Florida State Square and Round Dance Convention The MAGIC of DANCE will ENCHANT you!
Dates: Feb 23 - 24, 2018
Daytona Ocean Center, 101 N Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach, FL
63rd Annual Mississippi Square and Round Dance Association State Festival
Dates: Mar 09 - 10, 2018
Pearl Senior Center, 110 Valentour Road, Pearl, MS
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Cuer: Pauline Angress
A Cajun Fais Deaux Deaux Louisiana State Square Dance Association 49th Annual State Convention
Dates: Mar 23 - 25, 2018
Rayne Civic Center, Rayne Louisiana
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Richard Matthews
Alabama Jubilee
Dates: Apr 06 - 07, 2018
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Jerry Junck
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Lines: Diane Martin
27th Spring Fling
Dates: Apr 20 - 21, 2018
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Callers: Larry Belcher & Willis Simmons
Cuers: Teri & Tim Wilaby

43rd Annual South Carolina Square and Round Dancers These Boots Are Made for Dancing! at the SC
State Convention
Dates: Apr 26 - 28, 2018
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, 1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC
Campers and Dancers
Dates: Apr 27 - 28, 2018
Mountain Lakes Resort, 1345 Murphy Hill Road, Langston, Alabama
Caller: Tom Miller
St. Jude Children's Hospital Benefit Dance
Date: Saturday, Apr 28, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE “A”, Decatur, Alabama
Sponsored by North Alabama Callers & Cuers
'Get up and Dance' 2018
58th Ohio Dance Convention
Dates: May 04 - 05, 2018
Crown Plaza Hotel North, Columbus, Ohio
25th Anniversary Ozone Squares We're Celebrating Silver!
Dates: May 04 - 05, 2018
Mandeville Lions Club, 720 Lafitte Street, Mandeville, LA
Callers: Johnny Preston & tony Oxendine Cuers: Richard Matthews & Gene Sonnier
Lake Twirlers Hobo Dance
Date: Saturday, May 19, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Midway Community Center, 164 Midway Road, Union Grove, Alabama
Caller: Wayne Mahathey
Cuers: Pauline Angress & Diane Martin Hamilton
14th Annual All-Star Peachtree Promenade Square & Round Dance Weekend
Dates: Jul 27 - 29, 2018
Civic Center, 110 State Street, Commerce, GA
Callers: Ken Bower, Gary Shoemake, Jerry Biggerstaff, Darryl McMillan, Steve Kopman
Cuers: Matthew Temples & Ramona Stowe
Maggie Valley Square Dance Vacations Pride RV Resort Plus Week
Dates: Aug 05 - 09, 2018
Pride RV Resort, Exit 20, I-40 Maggie Valley, NC
Callers: Jerry Story, Johnny Preston, and Ted Kennedy
40th Alabama Square and Round Dance Convention - Every Dance is a Holiday
Dates: Aug 23 - 25, 2018
Oxford Civic Center, 401 McCullars Lane, Oxford, Alabama
We hope you will join us for our 2018 Octoberfest
Dates: Oct 18 - 20, 2018
Historic Fontana Dam Village, NC
Callers: Wes Dyer & Darryl McMillan
Cuer: David & Linda Holladay
For more information on upcoming dances visit our website at: http://www.alabamasquaredance.com/calendar/calendar.php
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PUBLICATION POLICY
The ASARDA NEWS is published quarterly in March, June and September and December
with a special Convention issue in August. Input to the newsletter must be received before
the last day of the month prior to publication. Any information to be published should be
sent to the News Editor. You can place fliers or other dance related advertisements in the
newsletter for the following prices: $25 for one page, one side; half page $15; quarter page
$7.50; or business card-sized for $5. Payment must be sent to the Treasurer and be received
before the last day of the month prior to publication.

