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Volume XLIII, Issue 3 – JUNE 2018
From the President:
Tina and I are getting ready to head to Kansas City, Missouri for the National Square Dance Convention
at the end of this month and hope to see many of you there. Many of our ASARDA Board members have been
traveling to various states including Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ohio, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia;
dancing and promoting our convention. We hope to have an
even-bigger turnout of out of state dancers attend our
Convention this year. We especially hope to have more of
our own Alabama dancers attend! Those of ‘ya’ll’ that
didn’t come sure missed a great time last year! Just ask
someone that was there!
The ASARDA board is in the final stretch preparing for this year’s State Convention. A reminder that
the cut off dates for the block rates at the Hotels in Oxford begin July 22nd, so be sure to book your
reservation soon. As most of you already know we are trying to grow our convention in both size and
excitement. Last year we moved to a new facility in Oxford that more than tripled our rent from Pell City. We
believe it was well worth the expense since our attendance almost tripled as well. Based off input from the
surveys received we will be adding another dance hall downstairs. This gives us 2,200 additional square footage
of space and 1,800 square feet will have wood flooring that we have to purchase.
We have some fundraisers to help offset some of these additional convention expenses. This year, in
addition to the usual ASARDA raffle tickets (that are not only beneficial to ASARDA but your club as well),
we are raffling off the chance to be a life size stand up sign holder for this year’s convention. More
information is inside this Newsletter. The drawing will be held at the Fourteenth of July dance with the Kurly
Q’s in Odenville.
We also plan to have the Raffle Auction again this year. One free ticket will be in each registration bag
(as door prize tickets) and more can be purchased at the registration desk for $1 each. Because ASARDA is a
501c7 (not-for profit) and not a 501c3 (although we are working to receive this new non-profit status), we have
had a lot of difficulty securing donations from local businesses this year for the auction. Therefore, we are
asking that any club (or individual) able to donate an item or gift basket for the auction please let us
know. This is much the same as donating door prizes in the past for the convention. We have seen some very
creative, yet inexpensive club gift baskets at other state’s conventions. Please contact Tina Wilkins at
asardanews@gmail.com if you are interested or have any questions.
As mentioned above, we do read all surveys dancers turn in. Because of these surveys we have made
several adjustments to this year’s convention. The Convention Survey forms will again be placed in the
registration bags, so please complete and return yours so we can continue to make changes based on what our
dancers want.
ASARDA President – Tom Wilkins

District 1 News
WOW! District 1 has had a very busy last
couple months.
We started out the quarter in March with a
St Patrick’s Day dance in Decatur at the Central
Hall Activity Center and were very pleased to
support the Alabama Jubilee in District 2 – a very
enjoyable dance. In spite of very bad weather, we
followed that up with a visit to our neighbors to
the North in Fayetteville TN at the Dogwood
Special on April 14th. St Patrick’s Day Dance in
Decatur was tons of fun and well attended!
We had an outstanding time at the
ASARDA Free Dance Spring Round Up in
Guntersville. With 7 callers, 3 cuers, and 7
squares, the event was very well attended and a
huge success. Thanks to Susan and Don Wolford who organized the event and worked so hard on it! The
Guntersville club also hosted their Hobo Dance mid-May which was well attended and a very fun event.
On April 19th, the Duos and Solos in Rainsville had their Sadie
Hawkins Dance, and on the 29th, our area callers and cuers sponsored a
benefit dance for St Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. That dance
was very successful and raised over $1000 – all the calling and facility
expenses were donated, and all the door proceeds went to St. Jude’s!
This month, we started out the month with a Cinco de Mayo
dance in Decatur and are looking forward to the Guntersville Hobo
Dance tonight, an annual favorite.
Our area classes are progressing and should be finishing out later
this year. In Madison, we graduated 2 squares of mainstream dancers,
and have had another Newcomers Dance Party that was attended by
over 40 dancers with 2 squares of novice dancers. Our classes have
started, and the class looks good with a majority of the newcomers
being recent empty nesters.
Giddiup at the ASARDA Round up!
The Madison Newcomers
Dance in May brought in over 40
people including 2 full squares of
“Never tried it” Newcomers!
We also supported a special
Newcomers Dance party event at the
invitation of the Madison Country
High School in Gurley. We danced
with 7 squares of teenagers and 2
squares of seniors which was an
absolute blast. The teens were very
enthusiastic and asked about
forming a square dance club for
themselves. We are following up with a teaching session between now and the end of the school year, and hope
to start a teen group up at the beginning of the upcoming school year if negotiations with the school district go
well.

We have also now incorporated the North Alabama Square Dance Association as a not for profit
corporation and are in the process of filing for our tax-exempt status with the IRS. NASDA will focus on
growing our population of square dancers in North Alabama and in helping our clubs grow. We do not
anticipate owning property as MASDA and the BSDA do. We have joined ASARDA and look forward to a
good relationship with the other square dance organizations across the state.
So on to our other really
BIG news! We are extremely
pleased to announce that our
new NASDA organization is
holding a Trail Thru dance to the
Atlanta GA National Convention
on Tuesday night June 25th,
2019 (next year) in Huntsville!
This dance will be held at the
US Space and Rocket Center
in the Davidson Center for
Space Exploration under the
Saturn V Rocket and coincides
within the month with the
anniversary of the 50th
Anniversary of the first Man
Landing on the Moon! We
will be able to dance next to the
Apollo 16 re-entry module, lunar
lander, moon rock, and other
authentic space artifacts in the
Hall. We have also contracted
with nationally known callers
Hunter Keller, Justin Russell,
and Travis Cook, as well as our
own Pauline Angress and Skip
Cleland to provide the evening’s
program. PLEASE make plans
to attend this once in a life time
event to dance in this amazing
venue with what we expect will
be a tremendously entertaining
program! We will have the
entire Davidson Hall and
surrounds staffed with Museum
guides all to ourselves all
evening starting at 6:00pm, with the dance ending at 9:30pm and the museum closing at 11:30pm. There are
flyers out electronically on the ASARDA website and tickets can be purchased online at
NorthAlabamaSquareDance.com in advance for $20 per person. This may seem a bit steep, but it is actually
$5 less than the admission to the museum. If you wait, the price of the tickets goes up to the door price of $25
at 3 months prior to the dance. Dancers can also come to the Museum and get a deeply discounted entry rate
of $13 for attendees of the dance to see the rest of the museum on Monday thru Wednesday that week. The
Museum and all the rocket displays are being refurbished this year in preparation for the 50th anniversary of
man’s first landing on the moon on July 20th just a few weeks after our dance – these preparations will be
complete well in advance of our dance. Please make plans now to come join us! It should be a very exciting
and fun event.
District I Coordinator – Terry Cassis

We have had a busy square dance time here in Marshall and Dekalb counties this spring. Classes are
underway in Guntersville, Boaz and Rainsville. Guntersville currently has 14 class members including five
under the age of 18. Rainsville has 13 in their class and Boaz has six class members. Some of these class
members attended the ASARDA Spring Round Up free dance at the Guntersville Recreation Center on April
15th.
Pauline Angress teaches rounds at the Guntersville Recreation Center on Tuesday nights at 6:30 and
Diane Martin-Hamilton teaches rounds at 5:00 on Tuesday at the Boaz Senior Center.
Speaking of the Spring
Roundup Dance on April 15th,
we had 7 squares during most
tips, 8 at least two times. We
also had 10 or more couples up
for the round dances. We had
seven callers and two round
dance cuers attend. Wayne
Mahathey handled the emcee
duties as well as calling.
Darryl McMillan, Paul Henze,
Rusty Willoughby, Jim
Melton, Jerry Handley and
Ken Brittin rounded out a super group of callers. It was such a fun experience to dance to the different callers
especially for the newer dancers. Pauline Angress and Susan Wolford handled the rounds and lines doing a
superb job. Thanks to all of the callers and cuers for a wonderful Sunday of dancing fun. They do these free
dances at their own expense in order to advance ASARDA and our dancing community. Please thank each and
every one them personally when you attend one our dances.
We are looking forward to the three biggies this summer. First the 67th National Convention in Kansas
City June 27th thru the 30th, then the 44th Tennessee State Convention Aug. 2nd thru the 4th in Gatlinburg and, of
course, our own 40th Alabama State Convention at the end of August.
Don Wolford, District I Delegate signing off.

District 2 News
Another GREAT Alabama Jubilee was celebrated on April 6-7th. We don’t actually have the “date of
origin” but are told this is one of the longest running Square Dance events in the country. So popular, that even
dancers from Texas attended. And wasn’t Jerry Junk a fabulous caller? As we watched the dance from a
collective view, we marveled at how few squares “broke” down. To us, that is the sign of a seasoned and
professional Caller that makes every effort to provide dancing opportunities for all levels of dancers. Thank
you BSDA (Birmingham Square Dance Association) for keeping this Square Dance Event alive.

Lots of fun and clowning around was exhibited as dancers sported their St Patrick’s Day attire at the
Eastern Wranglers club dance. Don’t you wish everyone square danced, so they could have as much fun as
we do? Invite friends and neighbors to go with you to a square dance sometimes. Even if folks do not dance,
they are sure to enjoy the wonderful fellowship.

Doing their part to expand the square dance community, Eastern Wranglers graduated another
Mainstream Class on April 20th. It was one of the most fun graduation dances we have attended. Caller Ronnie
Purser is always stressing to his class and “students” to LISTEN to the calls and don’t anticipate the next call.
The students were placed in a circle
and each was issued a different HAT.
If he called ONE, you passed the
HAT to the right. When he called
TWO, you passed the HAT to left.
THREE indicated you should turn and
bowed to the audience. WELL, you
know how fast Callers can get
sometimes?? HATS were flying all
over the room – and everyone had a
great time. Thank you “Square Dance
Angels” from Kurly Qs, Krazy 8s and
Wheel Arounds for helping these
students. It gives students such a
great advantage having experience
dancers help with lessons.
For the Kurly Qs from Odenville AL, “8” made “8”. On April 21st when Kurly Qs visited the Krazy
“8”s- - it gave the Kurly Qs their “EIGHTH BANNER”. Wow, that must be some kind of Guinness Record
for stealing banners. Way to go Kurly Qs. This is what eight stolen banners looks like on a dance hall wall.

But the victory of
EIGHT stolen Banners
was short lived. Because
the Yellow Rockers
visited on Saturday night
April 22nd to
“RETRIEVE” their
Banner. We know
members of the Yellow
Rockers have visited
special events at Kurly
Qs before, but could this
be a first for an entire
square?
Also joining in the
fun of “Banner
Retrieval” was the
Eastern Wranglers from
Fultondale AL. What a
nice large crowd they
brought with them on
Saturday night, April
22nd.
Well, it looks like
the Kurly Qs are going to
have to “hit the road
again”.to replenish their
collections of Banners.
Joining in the “Banner Retrieval Gala” was the Wheel Arounds from Fultondale AL. They too came to the
Kurly Qs on Saturday night, April 22nd. This must be some kind of Guinness Record also for THREE
different Square Dance Clubs to come the same night to get their Banners back. What a great time everyone
had. All throughout the dance hall you could hear everyone saying “We need to visit here again”. And we
hope they will, because the Kurly Qs will be celebrating their 46th Anniversary on Saturday July 14th. Last
year the Kurly Qs had 15 squares joining the festivities. Gary Shoemake will be their Guest Caller. The club’s
Caller Ronnie Purser will conduct Line Dancing, and Annie Marrs from the Shelby Shufflers will be cueing
Rounds. Celebration starts at 6pm, and with plenty to eat. MARK your calendars and plan to attend.
Another dance you will want to attend is the President’s Ball on Sunday afternoon, June 10th. This
event will be at the BSDA Friendship Hall in Fultondale AL from 2-4:30 pm. Their Guest Caller will be Ted
Kennedy and John Romano from J & R Rounds will cue Rounds. This is also a great dance event.
The Krazy 8s will be graduating a class at
Congratulations
6:30 on June 28th at the Town Village in
ASARDA
Vestavia. We hope you will attend and
encourage these new Square Dancers.
Membership
For this and all the events listed within this
Chairman Anita
article, you can find additional information on
Southern on being
the ASARDA website. Visit the website often
“Crowned” the
to synchronize your dance calendars.
HOBO Queen at the
HOBO Dance held at
Brindley Mountain
District II Coordinator – Carol Varner
(near Guntersville) on
May 19th.

First our Congratulations to John and Pat Romano on
being awarded a scholarship from the DRDC to go to the
Roundalab Cuer's seminar this summer! If you don't know John
and Pat, they have stepped up to the call and have been cueing
and teaching for the Bee Bops A Rounds on Tuesday and
Thursday nights. Every third Tuesday, Tim Eum comes to give
even the best round dancer a challenge to step up their Round
Dance Knowledge! Pat and John Romano, Congratulations!
Speaking of Round Dancing don't forget 5th Friday rounds will
be June 29th Right here in District II at the BSDA Hall! Rounds
Dancers I know are excited to have a big night with all
ROUNDS!
We not only round danced but squared up at many of the clubs all
over the State of Alabama which enjoyed having a Cinco De Mayo
dance! Eastern Wranglers and the Krazy 8's put on their best for
their dances, while our District II Delegates drove north into District
1 to the North Alabama Callers Assoc. Cinco De Mayo Dance.
This fun Bunch enjoyed the Cinco De Mayo dance at the Eastern
Wranglers! What a great way to have fun and liven up a dance.
Always keep your eye out for flyers from these clubs they always
have something fun going on!
Having fun and laughing together makes me think of another
club in our district that we are proud to have, The Clog Wild
Cloggers headed up by Kay Trimm. They have been out performing
and getting their clog on at many functions, Homestead Hollow in Springville and the Relay for Life in
Gardendale just to name a few. I am Proud to say three of their latest students that graduated are already up and
dancing with the team. Congratulations to Ashley, Jordan and Kaleigh Backstrom for jumping up on stage and
already looking like pros! Maybe that congratulations goes out to everyone that braves the stage in front of so
many. If interested in learning to
clog and maybe becoming a Clog
Wild Clogger, keep checking the
web page or the face book page for
lessons, Kay Trim will be starting
those up in September! Clog on,
Clog Wild Cloggers!
Before I am done I would like to
share the inside scoop that the TSquares got visited by Callers
Corner to interview their caller
Kevin Cozad. The interviewer even
got to dance in a few calls. This
club is full of lively over 55 young
people looking to have fun dancing in the day time. You can find that interview and all the clubs in District 2's
pictures and events posted on the ASARDA Facebook page as well as the ASARDA Web page. I highly
recommend checking out both!
As you can see we have many great clubs here in District 2 and find it hard to mention each and every
one in just one article. I suggest getting out of our comfort zone and try to visit all the square dance clubs in
Alabama, EACH ONE has some great dances going on this summer. I know the Wheel Arounds are gearing up
for their Christmas in July Fund raiser July 28 with Justin Russel calling. All profits will go to the BSDA
building fund! That will be a great dance you don't want to miss. As the summer temperature continues to rise
remember to rehydrate, laugh and keep dancing!
Submitted by Margaret Snyder, District 2 Delegate

District 3 News
Jim and I have been in touch with clubs in District III, either in person or by phone contact. Some of
the club representatives are excited about outreach and have had or are in the middle of good sized classes.
Other club representatives are feeling rather downhearted and discouraged. I have heard from several different
clubs the comment "we have to call everyone to be sure we will have a square". One club commented that they
fear that with their status, the club may have to fold.
My message in this District III report is "don't give up". A club can go from barely one square to three
or four squares with one set of lessons. I have always been accused of dreaming too big, but it is my wish that
something will click in some of these communities so that people in the community recognize there are very
few activities for the entire family that are easy, fun, Christian and patriotic. Square dancing is our American
folk dance. Let's keep this history alive!
Upcoming MASDA Dances:
June 9th – Caller: Kevin Cozad, Cuer: David Holladay
July 14th – Caller: Willis Simmons, Cuer: John Williford
District III Coordinator – Mary Wolfe

ASARDA membership
As of May 19th, there are 35 clubs and 376 members that have joined ASARDA for 2018. I would like
to welcome one new association from North Alabama, NASDA, who recently joined ASARDA and has paid
membership dues through the year 2022. Membership is down from last year at this time, but it will pick up
later by the convention. Membership is still $10.00 per person for the year.
With your membership, you will get in free on Friday night of the State Convention in August. You will
also get in free at the Square Up with Scarecrows Dance on 30 September. If you are not a member the cost
will be $7.00 per person to attend. This dance will be held at the BSDA Hall.
I am also selling the ribbons for Saturday night of the State Convention for $10.00 per person. I am not
sending out membership cards this year. I am sending out a dangle, which is different than the ASARDA Bar
that I used to send out. Please attach this dangle to your club badge. If you lose this dangle the replacement
cost is $1.00 to replace. I have already had to replace several dangles. Please do not throw this dangle away.
Once I have given you the dangle, the following years you will only receive a year sticker to be added to your
dangle. Each year the sticker will be a different color.
A lot of people are still confused on being a member of ASARDA. Some people think that when they
pay their insurance this makes them a member, but it does not. Membership and insurance are two different
entities altogether. Some people think if they pay for the ribbon on the flyer (through Tina) this makes them a
member, but it does not. Unless I receive the money and your application form you are not a member. If you
are ever in doubt on membership feel free to call or e-mail me and I will be glad to look this up for you. All
membership forms are kept for 5 years before they are destroyed.
Everyone loved the State Convention last year, so this year you may dress in costume all 3 nights if you
like or square dance attire. If you decide to go with Halloween, please do not wear a scary face as this does
scare some adults as well as a few children that will be there. When filling out your membership form, please
print the information as it is very difficult to make out some of the handwriting. Also, please mark on the form
if you would like to receive your newsletter by regular mail or e-mail. We are trying to cut back on the cost of
postage and hope you will receive any information by e-mail. If you do not have e-mail, you will receive yours
by regular mail.
Membership Chairman - Anita Southern

ASARDA EDUCATION
News DANCE CUE SHEET
HOW TO READ A ROUND
(Reprinted from the Texas Round Dance Teachers Association newsletter)

A Round Dance Cue sheet is rather like a recipe (or from the masculine viewpoint, a blueprint) with the
ingredients or parts listed and directions given for putting them together for the desired results. To most people,
the initial glance at a cue sheet is like reading something in a foreign language. It
takes a little time and patience to learn to interpret one quickly. Here are a few
explanations which may be of some help.
If all instructions for a dance were written out in full, most cue sheets
would be several pages long, so abbreviations are used. Her is where we begin to
run into some differences from that to which we are accustomed. Where we
normally use a period (.) to signify an abbreviation, there are no periods used for
this purpose in round dance cue sheets. That is, if we were to use the abbreviation
for Line of Dance (the usual method of taking the first letter of each word follows
through here), it would not be printed L.O.D. but, instead LOD - no periods and all
run together. In the same way OP stands for Open Position. even more peculiar
looking are the words SCAR (Sidecar) and LOP (Left-Open Position). Although
at first these may seem very strange, there are many excellent leaflets available
which list the most commonly used abbreviations and one can either memorize
these or refer to them each time an unfamiliar one appears, and they soon become
automatic. Once the abbreviations have been mastered you are halfway toward understanding a cue sheet.
A Dancer with musical training has a distinct advantage over one who has had none because he has not
only become accustomed to counting, but also because he is used to the "measure" division of music which is
also used in round dancing. To define a measure musically as simply as possible, a measure is a set number of
beats or counts in music and each piece of music has this set number of counts per measure throughout. Twosteps have four counts to a measure, while waltzes have three. In round dance cue sheets these measures are
grouped in lots of four. Therefore, you will notice when you pick up a cue sheet that the measures are listed 14, 5-8, etc. This breaks your measures down into usable sections.
Punctuation also plays a large part in you cue sheet. Each punctuation mark has a special significance.
First the comma (,) indicates that the movement described before it takes one beat or count to execute; next, the
dash (-) means a HOLD, one of the most difficult things to accomplish because you do nothing for that count;
thirdly, the semi-colon (;) which denotes the end of a measure; fourth, the (?) which marks a split measure or
count; lastly the parentheses (), used as a preface to the footwork for a familiar movement (e.g. (Limp) Side,
Behind, Side, Behind;).
All cue sheets are written with directions given for the man. Footwork is for him and, unless otherwise
stated, the lady must use the opposite foot.
All cue sheets have their directions written twice; once in the "cue line" describing the footwork and
sometimes the position; then in fine print below giving the movement in detail. Most record companies are now
numbering the measures in fine print which makes them easier to follow than the old method of putting the
description to paragraph form, with the measures separated by semi-colons. You must be very thorough in
checking the fine print as sometimes it includes special directions for the lady which are not included in the cue
line. Also, it is here you find your facing position, the specific direction of a certain movement such as a twirl,
wheel, etc., your dance position, etc.
Let us use a few examples to illustrate what we have said before. Here are the first four measures of the
classic, Dancing Shadows: WALK, -, 2,; (Scissors) SIDE,CLOSE,CROSS,-; SIDE,CLOSE,BACK,-; BWD
TWO STEP; Tis allows us to use many of the things referred to in the above paragraphs. (Incidentally, when
learning a dance, you should never go further than about four measures at a time. Become familiar with these,
then add four more and build your dance in this manner.) You will notice that there are four semi-colons, so we

know that this description covers four measures; that the two WALK steps are
slow with a HOLD after each (See the dashes); that the "Scissors" step is
emphasized in parentheses; that the abbreviation BWD is used for "backward";
that a two-step requires one four-count measure to execute. All of this you learn
from the cue line described above, but you must refer to the fine print for your
detailed footwork and direction of movement.
Many people say they can't use a cue sheet, yet, these same people
bemoan the fact that they have trouble remembering a sequence. If you take the
time to decipher a cue sheet and work it out carefully, you will find that it
becomes as clear as your daily newspaper and vastly improves your ability to
recall sequences. No one can expect to learn a dance thoroughly, without years
of practice, unless he makes some reference, at some time in his career of round
dancing, to the cue sheet. Also, the dancer who depends only on the cue line
description is out at first base. Just think! a two-step can be done in LOD, RLOD, to the WALL, to COH, and
diagonally between all of these; but in the cue line it would just be written FWD TWO-STEP!
Similarly, it could be done in Open, Closed, Semi-closed, Left-Open, Hal-Open Banjo or Sidecar
position, etc. The man could walk while the lady twirls, rolls or executes some other different movement. No
matter how excellent your round dance teacher may be or how carefully he breaks a dance down for you regardless of how talented you yourself may be - very few of us are mind readers, and, unless you are one of
those lucky few, you will find that you will benefit greatly if you take time and trouble to learn to interpret a cue
sheet correctly and put this knowledge to good use.
Education Chairman – Wayne Nicholson

Reggel’s Recommendations
Steve and Becky say, "We enjoyed these out of state dances, and think you will also"
✓
PEACHTREE PROMENADE
July 27th -29th 2018. Commerce, GA. About 3 1/2 hours east of Birmingham on the Interstate. ALL PLUS DANCEa host of Callers. $ 45.00 each ticket, includes pizza, and ice cream and cookies. A great weekend. including Gospel songs
to dance to on Sunday morning.
✓
TENNESSEE STATE CONVENTION
August 2,3, and 4, 2018. Gatlinburg, TN About 6 1/2-hour drive from Birmingham, including the time change. Lots of
your favorite callers, from TN. and others. Early Registration $ 30.00 A full weekend from Thurs pm. Something for
everyone. Well worth the effort and money.
✓
OCTOBERFEST
Oct 18-20, 2018, Fontana Dam Village, NC. about 5 1/2 hour from Birmingham. 6 if go thru NC. Darryl McMillan and
Wes Dyer Calling $35.00 each for three days of constant motion. dancing, pot luck dinners, Shuffleboard, mini golf,
cookies and ice cream, skits, Sunday am Gospel Dance. loads of fun. You will absolutely see everyone you know. from
earlier this year. Don't expect your cell phone to work very well, you are out in the mountains!
✓
TURKEY STRUT
Weekend before Thanksgiving. again, at the Smokey Mountain Convention Center in Pigeon Forge, TN. This time you
know where you are going because you went to the Heart of the Smokies Square up. in Feb. Four National Callers and
Judy, she is the boss. A really fun dance. Ice cream and cookies on Fri. night. workshops start at 10 on Sat so you can
sleep in, a little. You can stay at the Ramada Inn and walk 100 ft. to the dance. You'll see lots of friends and have a good
time.

CAMPERS AND DANCERS #152 News
News

Our first campout was held March 23 and 24. We camped at River Country Campground, in Gadsden,
AL. On Thursday, we had a cookout and on Friday a potluck of soup and salad. On Saturday, the wagon
masters woke us up with a pancake breakfast. After nourishing meal, we played Bingo and later that evening
ate dinner at Top of the River. Wayne Mahathey was our caller for both nights. He did a fabulous job and
worked off all our meals. Susan Wolford cued for us for both nights too. Yellow Rocks to our Wagon Masters,
Rusty & Elizabeth Emmons and Ralph & Viv Taylor, for planning a fun weekend. We had several visitors that
came and joined us; one couple, Mary Jo & Mike O’Dell joined our club.
Our second campout was held April 27 and 28, at Mountain Lakes Resort. The activities began on
Thursday. We ate at two restaurants: Top of the River and Homecomings Café. The food was great and filling.
We attended a funny play entitled Charley’s Aunt. There was a field trip to shop. We had a wonderful potluck
spread. We played 10 rounds of Bingo; with awesome prizes. The winner of the coverall (the tenth game) won
a handmade birdhouse, made by Don Wolford. Other games played were Wii games (bowling and baseball)
and Mexican Train. We danced for two evenings to a terrific caller; Kevin Cozad. What a great way to work
off dinner. On Saturday, Kevin and Rusty Willoughby shared a tip. It was neat to have two callers at once. We
began each dance with the Pledge of Allegiance and a prayer. We welcomed our guests from Lake Twirlers
who came to dance with us. We also had some non-square-dancing guests up on the floor to dance for the first
time. They seemed to enjoy the dancing. Susan Wolford cued lines and rounds for us on both nights. We had a
great time. Thank you, Susan and Don Wolford, for a fun campout. You always plan a busy weekend.
Our third campout was held May 18 and 19, at River Country Campground. We had a relaxing
campout. We had a cookout on Thursday. It rained a little while we grilled, but we were able to eat indoors.
Our caller for the weekend was Kevin Cozad (who worked our tails off for the weekend). He treated us to a
special dance on Thursday. We had some members attend Gadsden Twirlers for their plus lessons. Kevin also
treated us to a gospel singing. He has such a pretty voice. Kevin did and awesome job. Susan Wolford cued
lines/rounds on Friday night. She did a good job. We welcomed our visitors from Gadsden Twirlers, Kurly
Q’s, and Steve & Bonnie Sanders (former members of Krazy 8s). We ate at Top of the River and had our
potluck. We played 10 rousing games of Bingo. Our Wagon Masters Hank & Donna Hayles and Bruce & Ann
Vincent did a great job this weekend; many thanks.
If you have a camper and would like to join us at any campout, please contact us (205) 492-2397 or one
of the Wagon Masters.
June 8 – 9, 2018 is our fourth campout of the season. Deer Run RV Park, 102 Doe Drive, Troy, AL
36081. Reservations: (334) 566-6517. Wagon Master: Rusty and Elizabeth Emmons (205) 492-9663; Wagon
Master: George and Cil Herndon (334) 740-0649; Wagon Master: Ralph and Viv Taylor (205) 999-3926.
Caller: Jerry Handley

National Convention Information
67th National Square Dance Convention
Kansas City, Missouri - June 27 - 30, 2018
At this time Alabama has 17 dancers registered for the National Convention in
Kansas City next month. If you are planning to attend, please text me at 706-5186197 so we can coordinate a convenient time to get a group picture and
communicate any updates regarding the Parade of States. Jim and Mary Wolfe will
once again be creating the Alabama Display for the Showcase of Ideas, be sure to
stop and check it out Thanks, Tina Wilkins

GET OUT OF THE BOX
…it's stuffy in there
Prattville Promenders crawled out of the box. We decided to try
something different. We offered a "short term" class and advertised it as basic
square dancing which could be taught in 12 weeks at the cost of 30 dollars for
the three months.
In our busy world people were willing to sign up. We had a family of four and an adult couple in their
50's who wanted to be in the class after it had started. We did NOT tell them it was too late. We held
workshops with strong dancers serving as angels. We had two different workshops, one for a family and one for
a married couple. In both cases, they paid for the entire class, even though they started late.
We had 18 people taking lessons. One family with a child that was too young, 6 years old, dropped out.
Another elderly couple decided they could not keep up with the pace. All "dropouts" still put encouraging
things on the club's Facebook and provide good advertising for us because they felt the love of dance while
there.
We ended up with 13 people finishing the basic program. We celebrated with a special dance with
Kevin Cozad calling and Wayne, our caller, leading line dancing. Our new dancers range in age from 10 to 55.
All 13 now want to finish the mainstream program and expect to graduate before the state convention in
August. They are paying regular club dues, as we allowed them to become members of the club after having
completed the basic program. They know that in order to dance with other clubs they have to know all of
mainstream.
I think the club's Facebook helped attract people and I think marketing as short term learning got them
in the door. Then we tried to laugh and enjoy as much as we could while learning.
These 13 dancers have great ideas for outreach, with homeschoolers, military and friends. We are trying
to listen to their ideas and are planning for the next class in September.
Our idea might not work for you but any new idea from anyone in your club is worth considering. Give
it a try! GET OUT OF THAT BOX!
By Mary Wolfe, District II Coordinator

63rd Annual Mississippi State Festival

We're the Mississippi Square and Round Dance Association square dancers at Pearl Mississippi. We’re
showing our friendliness and wishing to see you at next year's state festival in 2019. Caller was Darryl
McMillan and cuer was Pauline Angress.
submitted by Becky Reggel

Denim Dusters’ Dogwood Special

On April 14, 2018 in Fayetteville, TN, the Denim Dusters Square Dance Club held its annual ’Dogwood
Special' square dance with a good layout of food that was served before the dance. Terry McGill called the
mainstream and plus dance and Robbie Carrington cued the lines and rounds. The Alabama group would like to
say that this dance is a good dance to attend and they would like to express their concern that more of the
Alabama dancers were not there to support a dance that is not that far from home. As you can see from the
faces of these dancers even at the end of the dance, we were still smiling and having a good time.
submitted by: Becky Reggel

Ozone Squares’ 20th Anniversary Dance
All the way from Alabama, Steve,
Becky, Beverly, Don, Joy, Kendall,
Susan, Don, and Sharlene & Ray
Juneau. attended the 25th
anniversary of the Ozone Squares in
Mandeville, Louisiana. The dance
was held May 4-5, 2018. And while
we were snapping pictures, we
included Johnny and Lydia Preston.
We were unable to get Tony
Oxendine in the picture. Tony was
the caller for Friday night and
Johnny was the caller on Saturday
night. Both nights were filled with
good calling on the mainstream
level. The rounds were cued by
Richard Matthews of Slidell,
Louisiana. As you can tell, this
picture taken at the end of the dance
that left everyone in smiles. It was an enjoyable event to dance, too. We ate some great food both nights, also.
submitted by: Becky Reggel

Would you like to be a life size
cutout standup sign at this year’s
convention????
• Chances to win $10 each
• Drawing held at The Kurly Qs 14th
of July Dance
• You do not have to be present to
win
OFFICIAL RULES
1.
2.
3.

MUST BE DANCER(S) (sorry, no grandkids or pets).
Chances to win $10 each – no limit!
Fill out ticket and turn in (with payment) to any ASARDA Board member or send/bring to the Kurly Qs
dance on July 14th or mail to Tina Wilkins 4433 32nd Street SW, Lanett, AL 36863
4. For additional tickets, use next page, email asardanews@gmail.com or print
from the ASARDA website under the convention tab.
{Sample Picture}
5. Drawing held at The Kurly Qs 14th of July Dance (July 14th from 6-10pm at
Purser Ray Hall in Odenville).
6. Do not have to be present to win – winners will be contacted immediately following dance/drawing.
7. Drawing will be videoed (live) for those not present and posted on the Alabama Square and Round Dance
Facebook page.
8. MORE THAN ONE WINNER - Number of winners determined by number of entries. Minimum of 3
winners.
9. Only 1 photo per couple (i.e. if your name is drawn more than once you are only eligible to win one time –
thus another name will be drawn).
10. Due to size requirements - Picture limited to 2 people – MUST HAVE NAME OF BOTH DANCERS ON
ENTRY TICKET.
11. There is no dress requirement for photo, however, in keeping with the theme of the convention Holiday
attire is preferred!! You must be holding a blank foam board (20 X 30) – foam board can be purchased for
$1 at Dollar General. The blank board space on the photo will be used for information/signage.
12. High quality photos must be submitted by email to asardanews@gmail.com by July 31st.
13. After the convention, the sign is yours to keep.

For additional tickets or information, contact Tina Wilkins, ASARDA Ways & Means Chairman at
asardanews@gmail.com or 706-518-6197.
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UPCOMING DANCES
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance
Date: Monday, Jun 18, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Callers: Nick Hartley & Tony Digeorge
Kurly Q's 46th Anniversary 14th of July Celebration
Date: Saturday, Jul 14, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Purser-Ray Hall, 100 Burgess Drive, Odenville, Alabama
Caller: Gary Shoemake
Cuer: Annie Marrs
Lines: Ronnie Purser
14th Annual All-Star Peachtree Promenade Square & Round Dance Weekend
Dates: Jul 27 - 29, 2018
Civic Center, 110 State Street, Commerce, GA
Callers: Ken Bower, Gary Shoemake, Jerry Biggerstaff, Darryl McMillan, Steve Kopman
Cuers: Matthew Temples & Ramona Stowe
The Wheel Arounds Welcome you home for Christmas in July
Date: Saturday, Jul 28, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Justin Russell
Cuer: Diane Martin Hamilton
You are cordially invited to attend the BSDA President's Ball
Date: Sunday, Jun 10, 2018
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: John Romano
Kennesaw Square Dealers 44th Anniversary Celebration
Date: Friday, Jun 15, 2018
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Ben Robertson Kennesaw Community Center, 2753 Watts Drive, Kennesaw, GA
Caller: Darryl McMillan
You are invited to a Celebration of the Life of David Sturgis
Date: Saturday, Jun 16, 2018
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida
Callers: Darryl McMillan & Elmer Sheffield
Cuers: Sandy Sturgis & Terry Wilaby
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance
Date: Monday, Jun 18, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Callers: Nick Hartley & Tony Digeorge
The Wilson County Grand Squares Paul Marcum Appreciation Dance
Date: Sunday, Jun 24, 2018
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Gladeville Community Center, 95 McCrary Road, Lebanon, Tennessee
Caller: Wed Dyer
Cuer: Robbie Carrington
67th National Square Dance Convention
Dates: Jun 27 - 30, 2018
Kansas City Convention Center, 301 West 13th Street, Kansas City, Missouri

North Alabama Callers Association Half-Way Dance
Date: Sunday, Jul 28, 2018
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Guntersville Recreation Center, 1500 Sunset Drive, Guntersville, AL
Kurly Q's 46th Anniversary 14th of July Celebration
Date: Saturday, Jul 14, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Purser-Ray Hall, 100 Burgess Drive, Odenville, Alabama
Caller: Gary Shoemake
Cuer: Annie Marrs
Lines: Ronnie Purser
47th West Virginia Dance Convention
Dates: Jul 27 - 29, 2018

West Virginia Wesleyan College, Buckhannon, West Virginia

14th Annual All-Star Peachtree Promenade Square & Round Dance Weekend
Dates: Jul 27 - 29, 2018
Civic Center, 110 State Street, Commerce, GA
Callers: Ken Bower, Gary Shoemake, Jerry Biggerstaff, Darryl McMillan, Steve Kopman
Cuers: Matthew Temples & Ramona Stowe
The Wheel Arounds Welcome you home for Christmas in July
Date: Saturday, Jul 28, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Justin Russell
Cuer: Diane Martin Hamilton
44th Annual Square and Round Dance Convention Dancing Galore and So Much More
Dates: Aug 02 - 04, 2018
W.L. Mills Conference Center, 234 Historic Nature Trail,
Gatlinburg, TN
Maggie Valley Square Dance Vacations Pride RV Resort Plus Week
Dates: Aug 05 - 09, 2018
Pride RV Resort, Exit 20, I-40 Maggie Valley, NC
Callers: Jerry Story, Johnny Preston, and Ted Kennedy
Campers & Dancers #152 August 2018 Campout
Dates: Aug 10 - 11, 2018
North Alabama Fairgrounds, 65 Sports Plex Dr, Hwy 43 S, Muscle Shoals, AL
Duos and Solos Square Dance Club Hawaiian Luau
Date: Thursday, Aug 16, 2018
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tom Bevill Center, 115 Main Street, Rainsville, Alabama
Caller: Paul Henze
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Seaside Squares 55th Anniversary
Date: Saturday, Aug 18, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Cuer: Terri & Tim Willaby
40th Alabama Square and Round Dance Convention - Every Dance is a Holiday
Dates: Aug 23 - 25, 2018
Oxford Civic Center, 401 McCullars Lane, Oxford, Alabama
Labor Day Weekend 48th National Singles Dance-A-Rama
Dates: Aug 30 - Sep 02, 2018
The Westin Hotel, Indianapolis, Indiana
Callers: Tom Miller, Mike Hogan, Tim Tyl, Tom Davis, and Travis Cook
Cuers: Cathy & Fred Fisher, Phyllis & Doug Burdette, and Pauline Angress
Lines: Doug & Donna Riley

We Hope You Will Attend 6th Annual Southeastern Swing A Special Square and Round Dance
Dates: Sep 07 - 08, 2018
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, AL
Callers: Ted Kennedy, Darryl McMillan, and Robert Townsend
Cuers: Jerry & Barbara Pierce
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance Lineup
Date: Monday, Sep 17, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Campers & Dancers #152 September 2018 Campout
Dates: Sep 21 - 22, 2018
Springlake RV Resort, 255 Fairview Drive, Crossville, TN
Caller: Terry McGill
ASARDA Membership Dance - Square up with “Square” Crows
Date: Sunday, Sep 30, 2018
Time: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Alabama Callers & Cuers
Emcee: Darryl McMillan
Campers & Dancers #152 October 2018 Campout
Dates: Oct 12 - 13, 2018
Pine Mountain RV Resort, 8804 Hamilton Road, Pine Mountain, Georgia
We hope you will join us for our 2018 Octoberfest
Dates: Oct 18 - 20, 2018
Historic Fontana Dam Village, NC
Callers: Wes Dyer & Darryl McMillan
Cuers: Davis & Linda Holladay
Duos and Solos Dance Club Happy Halloween Costume Night
Date: Thursday, Oct 25, 2018
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tom Bevill Center, 115 Main Street, Rainsville, Alabama
Caller: Bob Sloman
Cuer: Pauline Angress
2018 NWFSRDA 44th Annual Round Up
Dates: Oct 26 - 27, 2018
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Sandy Sturgis
For more information on upcoming dances visit our website at:
http://www.alabamasquaredance.com/calendar/calendar.php

HITCH HIKER
With his thumb, a hitch hiker says: “You furnish the gas and car, attend the repairs and upkeep,
supply the insurance and I’ll ride with you. But if you have an accident, I’ll sue you for
damages.”
It sounds pretty one-sided, but one wonders just how many hitch hikers there are in many
organizations?
Members say, “You go to meetings, serve on committees, do the paper work, study the issues,
contact people and take care of all the nitty-gritty that must be done. I’ll just go along for the
ride, but if things don’t suit my fancy, I’ll complain, or criticize, or may get out and hitch hike
to another group.”
HITCH HIKER or DRIVER? Which kind of member are YOU?
From Arkansas’ Square Grit
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Find us on Facebook Alabama Square and Round Dance Association
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DANCE ASSOCIATION, INC
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PUBLICATION POLICY
The ASARDA NEWS is published quarterly in March, June and September and December with
a special Convention issue in August. Input to the newsletter must be received before the last
day of the month prior to publication. Any information to be published should be sent to the
News Editor. You can place fliers or other dance related advertisements in the newsletter for
the following prices: $25 for one page, one side; half page $15; quarter page $7.50; or business
card-sized for $5. Payment must be sent to the Treasurer and be received before the last day of
the month prior to publication.

