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Volume XLIII, Issue 1 – MARCH 2018
From the President:
Each club should be receiving an information packet from their Coordinators or Delegates with
ASARDA and Convention information. I have also included some marketing materials and information shared
by the ARTS Square Dance Re-Imaging Program. (I will send out new information as it arrives.) I hope you
will look at the information they are sharing and see if there is anything your club could use to attract and retain
new dancers. We are seeing many clubs in the state succeeding in growth efforts; while others are still
struggling. There is no one proven formula for success, but maybe there is something contained in the
information sent out that can help your club. If you have any success stories or advice, we would love to share
your information with other clubs.
You will also notice that our (awesome) Treasurer, Kevin Cozad, has created a new process for the
ASARDA Raffle tickets this year. Instead of turning in all the money collected at your club with your raffle
tickets and waiting for ASARDA to issue you a refund check for your half of the money – this year he thought
it would be a much simpler process if your club Treasurer kept your half of the money up front and only turned
in the other half. Please return all unsold tickets to your ASARDA representative. We need these to distribute
to other clubs that may need more; also, to sell at the convention.
Plans are well underway for this year’s convention. We plan to have the fashion show again and hope to
have even more Models this year. If your club did not send a model last year, please consider doing so this
year. The theme is ‘Every Dance is a Holiday” and we plan to decorate for all the holidays. We are hoping that
Models will dress in holiday attire (any one you choose) for the Fashion Show. We will also be combining the
2 upstairs dance halls into 1 larger hall and creating another hall downstairs with an additional 1800 square feet
of dancing area. Hopefully this will allow more room for squares in these Halls. We will be making more
adjustments to the Dance Program according to input received from your Surveys. If you did not complete one
last year, please do so this year so we know what our dancers want, and don’t want. We do plan to split the
Main Floor between Mainstream and Plus at night. This will ensure our new dancers have the opportunity to
dance half of the evening in the gym instead of just the first and last tips of the night.
It was great to see the excellent turn out of about 25 dancers from Alabama supporting the Heart of the
Smokies Square Up in Pigeon Forge on February 23rd & 24th. If you are looking for some more great dancing
opportunities, please check the ASARDA Calendar, as well as ‘Reggel’s Recommendations” in this newsletter.
Wes Dyer said it best last weekend – “when you go to a Sponsored dance, the money goes to the staff, but when
you support your (and other) state conventions, the money comes back to you the dancers’. And as seen last
year, when we support other states conventions and dances, it encourages them to return the favor and visit
ours. We are trying to grow our state convention and the more dancers that attend, the more fun we all have.
The Mississippi State Convention will be the 9th & 10th of March; The Louisiana State Convention is coming up
on the 23rd & 24th of March; The South Carolina State Convention is coming up on the 27th & 28th of April.
Hope to see some of you at these dances.
ASARDA President – Tom Wilkins

District 1 News
After returning from the holidays we are back in the swing (your partner) of things here in Guntersville.
Wayne Mahathey calls the squares and the round dance and line dance duties are shared by Diane MartinHamilton and Pauline Angress. Lake Twirlers are offering free lessons this month and hope to approach our
numbers from last year. We had 16 dancers to graduate in November of 2017. Attendance is down some due to
weather and sickness, but we are having a great time on Monday nights at 6:30 at the Guntersville Senior
Center. Also, Pauline Angress is giving early round dance lessons at 5:00.
We had a nice sized group
(pictured left) attending the
Sweetheart Dance at the BSDA on
Feb. 10th. Some of our newly
graduated dancers are already
traveling to a dance in another
district! The dancing was great, and
the fellowship was greater! Thank
you, Eastern Wranglers, for putting
on such a fun dance every year!
The Duos and Solos are
offering free classes this month also.
They have 20 students currently in
their class. Our visit with them on
Feb. 8th was so much fun. We round
danced to Susan Wolford (subbing
for Pauline Angress) and square danced to Bob Sloman. Bob calls on the 1st, 2nd and 4th while Paul Henze
handles the 3rd Thursday. The food was great and the ‘friendship set to music’ was better. They dance at the
Tom Bevil Center in Rainsville AL.
Boaz Squares are offering free lessons on the last two Tuesdays of February. Round dancing to Diane
Martin-Hamilton and square dancing to Rusty Willoughby at the Boaz Senior Center makes for a night of extra
fun. The food here is great also.
If you have friends or relatives in any of these three areas, please invite them to come learn square
dancing.
Submitted by: Don Wolford, District 1 Delegate
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------District 1 is in full swing, bringing in our new dancers. During the early part of each year, our clubs start their
new class cycles. This year we have started well over 50 new dancers across 7 clubs in North Alabama. We
will be holding a half-way dance for our students and local clubs on Saturday April 14th to give them experience
with the fun of a real square dance without the pressure they feel at a full square dance event. It’s an exciting
time filled with hope for the new year!
Of course, the beginning of the year is also the time we ask dancers across the state to join ASARDA for
2018. If you have friends who have not yet joined ASARDA this year, please take a few moments suggest that
they fill out the paperwork (it’s online on the ASARDA website under the business tab) and send it with their
dues to Anita Southern. I support ASARDA because some things are too big to be done by individuals, and
square dance is certainly one of those things. We can’t square dance without 7 other people and a caller, and
with more squares comes more fun. We can’t put on larger square dances such as the Alabama State
Convention without an association, and we can’t grow square dance throughout the state without an association.
Your ASARDA membership supports the many different activities that are sponsored by the State Association
including support for our regional associations such as donations to the BSDA to help with their needs for air
conditioning replacement, our state-wide promotions of square and round dance including our Facebook page

and website, our North Alabama growth activities, our State Convention, and of course the ASARDA free
dances. Speaking of which, this year on Tax Day (April 15) we will have the ASARDA dance in North
Alabama in Guntersville! Make plans to attend now and get your friends to send those membership forms in
now to be prepared!
We had a great dance at the Huntsville
Singles and Doubles Winter Fling with Brad
Caldwell (from the Austin Tx area) and Pauline
Angress. We were so pleased and thankful for the
great support from District 2 dancers and ASARDA
officers who took the time to drive up all the way up
from the Birmingham area to participate! It’s so
much fun to visit other clubs and dance in their
dances, and when clubs take the trouble to bring in
an excellent out of the region caller, there’s an
excitement that really adds to the fun! We can
hardly wait to reciprocate by attending the Alabama
Jubilee on the 6th and 7th of April.
We are really looking forward to our Spring Dances including the 8ers Spring Fling Dance and the
always popular Hobo Dance by the Guntersville Lake Twirlers. Our area callers are sponsoring a benefit dance
for St Jude’s, and Cinco de Mayo Dance – As always, the fliers for our area dances are on the ASARDA
website calendar.
Please check out the report that Ann Leithauser sent on her visit to Singing River Squares – it’s a great
reminder that visiting around to other clubs in your District is a very fun way to build community!
In January we visited the Singing River Squares who dance in Florence. The place where they dance
was Florence Country Club at one time but is now the Senior Center. It has a nice wooden floor to
dance on. At the time we were there Chuck Bermele was calling to two squares. We met a couple who
had only been dancing a little over a year but had danced to several callers not only in Alabama but in
the mid-west. Paul (who is from Montana) and Gogi Clark have a camper and travel during the
summer. The club is currently having lessons and if you are in the area, please try and visit them. Ann
White Reporting
Before I close, I would like to take a few moments to speak candidly to you as a fellow square dancer.
The community is made up the nicest people I know – but as in all communities there are points of friction and
challenges in mismatched expectations. It is incredibly important for us as dancers to realize that the people
who make square dancing thrive – those who run our clubs, our festivals, and conventions – those who are
officers in your local clubs or at the District level or State level are ALL volunteers. No one pays them, there is
no particular power associated with the positions they hold, and it is only the fact that these volunteers believe
passionately in square dancing that causes them to dedicate so much time, hard work, and personal resources to
making square dancing possible. So, please take the time to say thank you to them, and if you want something
changed, please ask politely – don’t demand – and do it thoughtfully. The entire community will be better off
when we take the time to treat each other with respect, kindness, and gentleness.
I hope to see you soon across a square!
Terry Cassis, District 1 Coordinator
District I Coordinator – Terry Cassis

District 2 News
Congratulations Kurly Qs in Odenville. Under the direction of Caller Kevin Cozad, lessons were
provided, and he graduated this class Dec 18, 2017. A special THANK YOU to all the Angels who dedicated
their time and talents assisting class progression. We had Angels from Wheel Arounds, Eastern Wranglers and
Gadsden Twirlers. What a ‘funny’ graduation. Raw eggs were spaced in the center of the square and graduates
had the challenge
to dance
blindfolded in
hopes of NOT
breaking an egg.
Another segment
of the graduation
asked the still
blindfolded
dancers to try to
locate their
partners by
making designated
animal sounds.
Do you know how hard it is
to hold a camera and take photos
when you are laughing so hard?
Also, THANKS Wheel Arounds,
Eastern Wranglers, Gadsden
Twirlers, Shelby Shufflers and
Yellow Rockers for ATTENDING
this GRADUATION
CELEBRATION at Kurly Qs.
Please, when these new graduates
visit your club, ask them to dance
and put them in a solid mainstream
square so they can get much
needed dancing experience.
Congratulations are also in order for the Wheel Arounds in Fultondale. They too graduated a beginner
class of dancers Dec 12th. Thank you, Caller Kevin Cozad, for balancing your schedule so you could teach two
‘Beginner Classes’ (one on Monday nights, the other on Tuesday nights) between Sep and Dec. Thank you
‘AGAIN’ Angels for coming to the rescue to assist these beginners. Angels from Kurly Qs, Eastern Wranglers,
Krazy 8s and Gadsden Twirlers graciously donated time to
help. REMEMBER - - this is how we GROW membership in
our local clubs and promote square dancing in Alabama.
And this is just TOOOO funny. As part of the Wheel Arounds
Graduation, students were directed to form two competing lines
to see who possessed the most talent for depositing their
“potatoes” into buckets. You try the square dance call ‘Up To
The Middle (where the buckets were of course) And Back’
without dropping the potato wedged between your knees. IF
you dropped your potato BEFORE you reached the bucket, you
had to return to the front of your line and start again. Even our
spectators enjoyed all the entertainment. You see - you don’t
have to know how to square dance to enjoy a night out with
family and friends.

We had a lot of
Pelham Pomanders posing for their FIRST Anniversary Dance, Dec 20
Anniversary Dances in
District 2 during the last
couple months. BUT it is
really “great” when our
NEW clubs get to enjoy
their FIRST Anniversary
on December 20th.. It is
such a sense of
accomplishment. You
know well how
challenging it can be to
establish a New Club and
keep pace when the
larger, more seasoned
ones. Pictured below is a
conglomerate of dancers whose
passion for square and round dancing
summons them to “daytime” dancing
at Pelham Promenaders with Caller
Kevin Cozad.
Something else we had a lot
of during the last couple of months
was Christmas celebrations,
dancing, food, family and fellowship.
Here we see lots of red and green at
the Yellow Rockers Christmas
Dance on December 19th.

WOW - ALL the District 2 Delegates
attended Wheel Arounds Christmas
dance on December 22.

Visiting the Swinging Squares Dec 28th

Even though the weather was absolutely
terrible, we still had a wonderful crowd to cheer in
the New Year. Remember – what you do to bring in
the New Year – you will be doing ALL year. Yea –
we will have a lot of folks dancing. What a delight
to have Caller Tom Miller from Pennsylvania
ushering us into the New Year. Those who had not
heard Tom before wanted to know where we found
such a fabulous Caller. The BSDA is an Annual
Event. Mark your calendars now to attend Dec 31
this year and help us make New York envious of a
TRUE New Year Countdown.

On January 6, we ventured ‘further from home’
to attend the Launch Dance (in District) with the Fun
Bunch and Caller Darryl McMillan as he directed our
‘orbits’ across the dance floor for several challenging
maneuvers.

On Sunday January 7, Caller Jerry
Handley and Cuer Annie Marrs tried to conjure
some ‘Sand and Surf’ fun for us at the Plus R US
“Aloha Dance”. We had ‘balls’ of fun and very
little time to “Lei” around. Jerry and Annie both
kept things lively with some new moves. It was
very nice to have Caller Larry Belcher and Mary
Ellen visiting.

Another one of our NEW (reborn)
Clubs – Shelby Shufflers - celebrated
their FIRST Anniversary Dance on
Friday, January 19, 2018. The Krazy 8s
warmed things up a bit with ‘hot soup’
for their Dinner Dangle Dance on January
20, 2018.
One week later, the Wheel
Arounds enjoyed a very good crowd for
their 13TH Anniversary, January 26.
While the Wheel Arounds celebrated
their anniversary, Elvis had a birthday
and visited the Yellow Rockers for a
blast from the past. (Jan 26)
I don’t believe we ‘spotted’ Elvis when we took our trip down
Memory Lane at the 50s Dance with the Kurly Qs on Saturday night,
January 27, 2018. But we DID “Spot” TEN Wheel Arounds who tried to
‘blend in’ as they entered Purser-Ray Hall (Odenville) in their Bobbie
Socks and Poodle Skirts. But they were just too rowdy not to be
discovered trying to “Retrieve” their Banner (smile).

Told you we have a lot of
anniversaries to celebrate. This
makes about the fifth one in just a
couple of months. And we always
get to indulge is some pretty fancy
desserts, special dishes, lots of good
sandwiches, chips and interesting
dips. And lots of friends to see and
dance with again.
SWINGING STARS Celebrate Their 40th Anniversary at Bynum Community Center, Feb 1. 2018

Yes. We have a lot of square dancing. But for those that like the more elegant touch to dancing, you
should try Round Dancing. It is very graceful. A lot like Ballroom Dancing. On February 2-3, the Dixie
Round Dance Council’s Winter Dance hosted two days of beautiful form and finesse in dancing. In the photo
on the left is Matthew Temples, Romona Stowe, John and Pat Romano, Tim Eum and Shirley Ray.

On February 13, two
groups of us traveled to
District 1. One went to
Decatur (Fun Bunch with
Caller Darryl McMillan).
The others enjoyed dancing
to Caller Jim Melton at the
Friendship Squares in
Cullman.

Kurly Qs GO BACK to Fultondale and STEAL Wheel
Around’s Banner AGAIN Feb 2018

Welcome NEW District 2 Delegate Joe
McGough (L) & Brad White (R), District
2 Delegate to Caller’s Association

District II Coordinator – Carol Varner

District 3 News
This winter has been a difficult flu season for District III. On several occasions, Jim and I planned to
visit a club in the district, but the club has not been able to dance because of so many having the flu. Spring is
coming, and better times are ahead! We were able to visit Dixie Square Thru's in Alex City around Christmas
Time. It is a blessing to see a square dance club reaching out to seniors in the community and spreading some
Christmas cheer. We were able to dance with Beaux and Belles and Dixie Plus in the MASDA building. Each
club did have some new dancers. We danced with Village Squares when they danced in an assisted living
facility due to their regular meeting place being unavailable. Dancing in the dining room of the assisted living
facility served two purposes. Not only was the plus class able to have its lesson, but the residents of the assisted
living facility were able to come and watch. The residents obviously enjoyed the entertainment! Village
Squares is currently teaching a new class.
Randolph Promenaders has another large class. They are continuing to grow as a club. This club
provides information each session in writing to each new student on what has been taught. Students can review
what they have learned. This is a good learning tool which my club Prattville Promenaders has copied. Any
club can take advantage of this idea. Prattville Promenaders has some new people learning the basic program.
Our club hopes to have the dancers from the past two sessions of basic learn Mainstream before the State
Convention. State Convention is a perfect chance to practice mainstream for hours on end!
District III would like to thank ASARDA for hosting and funding a dance with live music in the
MASDA building. Kevin Cozad, Susan Wolford and Road Kill Band put on quite a show! There were about 7
squares dancing. It was fun to see folks from around the state come to support MASDA and the idea of a live
band. A few people who attended have expressed interest in square dancing and we are following through with
them. This event raised over $300.00 for MASDA. Thank you again to ASARDA and for all you do to
promote square dancing in the State.

District III Coordinator – Mary Wolfe

District 4 News
The B Sharp Plus Dancers were saddened by the death of Bernie Russell. He will be missed by all
dancers in our area as he and Joan supported several clubs. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Joan and their
family.
Come join the B Sharps at the VIA Senior center on Dauphin Street and the Mobile Singles at the
Mobile Recreation Building on Azalea Rd. We have enjoyed having the snowbirds dancing with us this winter.
Submitted by Richard & Janet Hamilton
District IV Coordinator – Jim Purvis

CAMPERS AND DANCERS #152 News
News

We are gearing up for our 2018 camping season which will begin in March. The Campers & Dancers
camp/dance nine months out of twelve: March through November. Wagon Masters volunteer to host a campout
for the month. We have two nights of dancing. We camp for the weekend; sometimes for the whole week. The
Wagon Master’s plan our activities; dancing, eating, and touring different places. They determine where we
will camp and obtain a caller for the weekend. This year we are camping in Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee.
We enjoy fellowshipping with each other.
We kicked off our camping year with a Valentine Luncheon held at Lloyd’s Restaurant on Highway
280, in Birmingham, AL, on February 17. We had fun fellowshipping and catching up on what we did while
not camping. We always enjoy our visitors because they lead to new members.
March 23 – 24, 2018 is our first campout of the season. River Country Campground, One River Road,
Gadsden, AL 35901. Reservations: (256) 543-7111. Wagon Master: Rusty & Elizabeth Emmons
(205) 492-9663. Ralph & Viv Taylor (205) 999-3926. Caller: Wayne Mahathey
Aril 27 – 28, 2018 is our second campout of the season. Mountain Lakes Resort, 345 Murphy Hill Rd.,
Langston, AL 35755. Reservations: (855)-872-1469. Wagon Master: Don & Susan Wolford (256)673-0170. Caller: Tom Miller
If you have a camper and would like to join us at any campout, please contact us (205) 492-2397 or one
of the Wagon Masters.

ASARDA INSURANCE
All insurance applications have been submitted and if you don’t have your certificate yet, you should be
receiving it soon. Only 2 clubs have yet to receive their certificate.
Many of the clubs are starting lessons now. As soon as your free nights for lessons are over and you
have defined who will continue the classes, don’t forget to send in your class roster. Be sure to put your
beginning and ending date for your class. The maximum coverage period for a class is nine months. The class
members are covered with the $10,000 secondary coverage at no charge to them or the club.
Insurance Chairman – Susan Wolford

ASARDA Historian
I was on the ASARDA website the other day looking for something and in checking the clubs under the side bar
labeled Clubs several of the clubs have outdated information. There are pictures that no longer apply and there
is contact information that is not correct. Please take a minute to check your club information and if it is not
correct let Jim Wolfe the webmaster know. People who are traveling use the computer to find dances to go to
when they are in the area and with misinformation then the club misses out on a visit.
Historian – Ann Leithauser White

ASARDA Education
WHAT ROUND DANCING TEACHES US
(Based on an article appearing in the Ogden Utah Square Dancers' Bulletin, 1960)

Round dancing serves many purposes in the square dance
movement. The first and most obvious is the change of pace
and relating contrast it offers during an evening of square
dancing. There are; however, many more reasons why we
should dance the rounds. The smoothest and most admired
square dancers are those in round dancing. The reason they
are so admired is because they have, thru this participation,
developed qualities that they incorporate into their square
dancing. These qualities are developed almost subconsciously during the process of learning to round dance.
Herewith, is mention and a brief comment on a few of these
qualities.
Good Posture: When we are round dancing we are much
more aware of ourselves and how we look to others than
when we dance the squares. At first this self-consciousness is
quite uncomfortable but is soon overcome when we discover
that everyone else on the floor feels equally as "left footed"
and awkward as we. We may never overcome completely this
feeling of being observed while dancing but this has a good
result in that we make an added effort to look as well as
possible. This good posture eventually becomes a habit and
once established, becomes our natural way of dancing. This is
worth striving for!!
Poise: Poise is both a mental and a physical quality. In the physical sense it refers to the manner to which we carry
the head and the body. More specifically, it is our sense of balance. When round dancing, we undertake movements
which are uncommon to our everyday actions. Our sense of balance is challenged more often, and we acquire thru
repetition and practice, a better sense of balance and poise. The mental aspect of poise is also developed thru round
dancing, in that we learn to cope with awkward situations and get thru them with little or no emotional display or
embarrassment. Other qualities that are synonymous with poise are; grace; coordination, attitude; attractiveness, etc.
Rhythm Response: In square dancing we learn to respond and react to a very basic and simple rhythm. Since the
footwork required in square dancing is a simple shuffle of one step per beat of the music, there is little effort made on
the dancers' part to elaborate upon and interpret the more complex rhythm patterns that he hears. He is too occupied
listening to the calls and this is only natural. The dancer who is well versed in round dancing adds to his own pleasure
and enjoyment by embellishing even the basic shuffle step on the square dance.
The round dance affords us the opportunity to respond to many different and fascinating rhythm structures and trains
us to add our own individual interpretations. The more experience one has in this direction, the greater enjoyment he
will derive from his evening of dancing. He reaches eventually the point where he not only feels the rhythm and reacts
to it, but also becomes sensitive to the phrase of the music and finally to the total melody pattern. When one has
reached this stage, he has discovered the greatest thrill possible in dancing.
Education Chairman – Wayne Nicholson

ASARDA membership
As of 10 February 2018, there are currently 30 clubs and 310 Members of ASARDA. Of these 310
members though, 16 are Life-Time Members and do not have to pay to be a member of ASARDA. This
number is slightly down from last year at this time, but I am sure it will pick up later in the year. At the last
ASARDA Meeting, I was asked how many members we have had in the past years. I did not have the count
with me at that time. The amount we had in 2014 was 34 clubs and 349 Members, 2015 was 33 clubs and 403
members, 2016 was 32 clubs and 425 members, 2017 was 31 clubs and 464 members. Of the 30 clubs there are
two clubs listed that has not been a member of ASARDA in the past, Clog-Wild Cloggers and Pairs & Spares,
so congratulations to these two clubs. The Western Country Club rejoined for 2018 and asked me if I would
send them a bill each year for their membership as they forget. Of course, I will be happy to do this. So,
everyone please go back to your club and encourage everyone to join ASARDA. The membership is still
$10.00 per person for the year. Membership runs from 1 January through 31 December each year. All club
dues are also $10.00 each year. Your club can’t get the insurance unless your club joins ASARDA.
Remember with your paid membership you will get in free at the ASARDA Spring Round Up on
Sunday, 15 April 2018 in Guntersville. The flyers for this dance is located on the ASARDA Webpage
(www.alabamasquaredance.com). You will also get in free on Friday night of the State Convention on 24
August. You will also get in free on 30 September at the Square Up-With Square Crows Dance. I am already
selling the ribbons for Saturday night of the State Convention. If you go ahead and buy your ribbon now, then
all you would have to pay is $5.00 for the Trail-In Dance on Thursday night. The ribbons are $10.00 per
person.
WHEN YOU WRITE YOUR CHECK PLEASE MAKE THE CHECKS OUT TO ASARDA AND
NOT ME. ALSO, PLEASE SIGN YOUR CHECKS. I AM GETTING A LOT OF CHECKS MADE OUT TO
ME AND A FEW CHECKS THAT ARE NOT SIGNED. The bank will not accept the check without a
signature on it. When filling out the ASARDA Membership forms please print all information. Some of the
forms are very hard to make out the writing. Make sure you mark if you want the newsletter by e-mail or you
need it by regular mail.
I am not mailing out membership cards this year. Instead, a club will receive a paid receipt and all
members will receive an ASARDA Dangle. Please attach the dangle to your club badge. Beginning in 2019,
you will only receive a colored sticker with the year on it that will be added to the bottom of this dangle. Each
year after, the sticker will be a different color. Some of you belong to multiple clubs but you will only receive
one dangle. So please do not lose your dangle. If you do lose the dangle a replacement dangle will be $1.00.
If you have signed up for the Traveling Dangle, please be sure to have your card signed and dated by the
representative at this club. You must visit District 1, District 2 and District 3. Since District 4 is no longer
hosting the Azalea Trail Dance, please make sure you go to an out of state dance. It must be a special dance
and not just to visit a club. Please return all cards to me NLT July 2018 so I will have time to have your
Traveling Dangle ready. You will be presented the dangle at the State Convention.
I was notified this week that Square Dealers (Handicapables) may be folding. They are going to give it
to July to see if anything changes. They have lost some of their dancers lately and do not have the people to
help with them anymore. The 2 or 3 people that are helping said “we are getting to old and we have done this
for years and we are tired”. If you live near them I hope some of you will offer to help them out. I hate for any
club to fold but these are “SPECIAL” Dancers and need our help. They may decide to go ahead and pay the
club dues later this year but for now they are not.
Membership Chairman - Anita Southern

Reggel’s Recommendations
Steve and Becky say, "We enjoyed these out of state dances, and think you will also"
✓
PEACHTREE PROMENADE
th
July 27 -29th 2018. Commerce, GA. About 3 1/2 hours east of Birmingham on the Interstate. ALL PLUS DANCEa host of Callers. $ 45.00 each ticket, includes pizza, and ice cream and cookies. A great weekend. including Gospel songs
to dance to on Sunday morning.
✓
TENNESSEE STATE CONVENTION
August 2,3, and 4, 2018. Gatlinburg, TN About 6 1/2-hour drive from Birmingham, including the time change. Lots of
your favorite callers, from TN. and others. Early Registration $ 30.00 A full weekend from Thurs pm. Something for
everyone. Well worth the effort and money.
✓
OCTOBERFEST
Oct 18-20, 2018, Fontana Dam Village, NC. about 5 1/2 hour from Birmingham. 6 if go thru NC. Darryl McMillan and
Wes Dyer Calling $35.00 each for three days of constant motion. dancing, pot luck dinners, Shuffleboard, mini golf,
cookies and ice cream, skits, Sunday am Gospel Dance. loads of fun. You will absolutely see everyone you know. from
earlier this year. Don't expect your cell phone to work very well, you are out in the mountains!
✓
45th ANNUAL TURKEY STRUT
Weekend before Thanksgiving. again, at the Smokey Mountain Convention Center in Pigeon Forge, TN. This time you
know where you are going because you went to the Heart of the Smokies Square up. in Feb. Four National Callers and
Judy, she is the boss. A really fun dance. Ice cream and cookies on Fri. night. workshops start at 10 on Sat so you can
sleep in, a little. You can stay at the Ramada Inn and walk 100 ft. to the dance. You'll see lots of friends and have a good
time.

Alabama Convention INFORMATION
Several dancers have asked which night the Holiday theme is (which night to wear holiday attire). Last
year we dressed for the Roaring 20s on Friday night, but this year the answer is both nights! As always you are
welcome to wear whatever you choose – regular clothes or square dance attire, but for those of you with
Holiday themed attire, this is the change to show it off! Since many have more than one Holiday outfit, expect
to see them on both Friday and Saturday nights! We may even have a few callers sing some holiday tunes!
We are excited to announce that Road Kill Band will again be playing live music for your enjoyment on
Saturday afternoon. This year they will also be playing singing calls! Be sure to check it out!

Would you like to be a life size cutout standup sign at this year’s convention?
Last year, because of unfamiliarity with the new location, we had a lack of
directional signage at the convention. This was mainly because we were not able
to stick anything on the walls except in the gym. The plan this year is to have selfstanding signs - and what better sign holders than our own dancers!! A sample is
pictured on the left. To cover the cost of creating the signs, we are raffling off
chances to our dancers (YOU) to be featured on the signs for $10. You can enter
multiple times, but you can only win once (you can only be on one sign). To allow
enough time for the signs to be made, the drawing will be held at The Kurly Qs
14th of July Dance in Odenville. You do not have to be present to win. We will
video the drawing and post it on the Alabama Square and Round Dance Facebook
page that night. We will also contact the winners that night (via email or text).
Some tickets were recently sent out to all clubs. For additional tickets or other
information, contact Tina Wilkins, ASARDA Ways & Means Chairman at
asardanews@gmail.com or 706-518-6197. OFFICIAL RULES & Printable
Tickets can be found on ASARDA website under Convention tab. Tickets &
money can be turned into any ASARDA Board member or brought to the dance.

UNITED SQUARE DANCERS OF AMERICA (USDA)

Heart of the Smokies Square Up

It happened again at the Smokey Mountain Convention Center in Pigeon Forge . . . the 'Heart of the
Smokies Square Up’ Dance. On February 23 and 24, 2018 one hall was filled with mainstream dancers and
lines and the second hall was filled with rounds and plus dancers. Both halls were even filled with the "teddybears'. We were not given a total attendance at the end of the dance, like I said, both halls were filled. These
dancers were from all over Tennessee, Alabama, Kentucky, Indiana, North and South Carolina, and all were
there to have another great week-end of dancing. As you can see from Alabama picture. . . we had made a
good representation for our state (wished we could have more). The dance was sponsored by Terry and Beverly
McGill of Lake City, Tn. Among the callers and cuers were Terry McGill, Mark Foster, Alan Hall, Wes Dyer,
Bill Salley, Jeanette Bowen, and Bob and Rachel Boudrow. This year, I was impressed with the selection of
music presented to the dancers. . .from the line dance selections to the plus selections. Both evenings ended
with after-parties. I know that the Friday night ended at 2:00 am in the morning (till the last square was left
standing). On Saturday dancing consisted of dance workshops for all levels of dancing. If you would like to
know more about this great dance for next year, see anyone from the picture or go to the ASARDA calendar for
next year’s dates and try to attend. It's one dance you WILL enjoy and have a lot dancing.
.

Eastern Wranglers Sweetheart Dance
We sure hope you DID NOT miss the Famous Annual Sweetheart Dance hosted by the Eastern Wranglers.
They go all out to decorate and have tables and tables of food, not just light snacks. Here are some of the
couples. So you can get an idea just how many Clubs sent a couple to represent them at this annual event, we
are going to try to list them for you….

Eastern Wranglers,
Debbie Duncan &
Eric Reggel

Gadsden Twirlers,
Sheryl & Ron Ford

Huntsville Singles &
Doubles, Diane &
Lamont Hamilton

ASARDA, Vicki &
Rodney Radford

8'ers from
Decatur, Malinda &
Jim Dillard

J & R Rounds, Barbara
& Jacob Ryals

Be Bop Arounds, Rita
Canada & Jerry
Hardin

Boaz Squares,
Victoria & Stanley
Cagle

Campers & Dancers,
Doris & Neal Snider

BSDA, Martha Weber
& Art Drott

Krazy 8s, Diane &
Bubba Roper

Kurly Qs, Ramona
& Bobby Parker

Pure Country, Ann &
Noel Rayburn

Knoxville Squares
(TN), Barbara
Benson & Larry
Angvick

Plus-R-Us, Carolyn
Thomason & Ray
Cothran

Shelby
Shufflers, Edna &
Joe
Lewellyn

Friendship
Squares, Hulda &
Tommy Schaefers

Swinging Stars,
Viv & Ralph
Taylor

Lake Twirlers,
Savannah & Jacob
Rodenberry

Wheel Arounds, Lori
Schumacher & Glenn
Keeton

ASDCA, Larry &
Mary Ellen Belcher

Submitted by Carol Varner, District II Coordinator

Swinging Squares,
Connie & Roy Dutton

Yellow
Rockers, Terry &
Jim Millican

Mike Sikorsky from Mesa, AZ was
the caller for the evening,
Barbara & Jerry Peirce cued
Rounds, And Ronnie Purser cued
Lines.

SNOWFLAKE SPECIAL
In Manchester, Tennessee on January 27, 2018 we were greeted by snowflakes and snowflakes from above and
with smiles and greetings from our fellow square dancer friends from the Estill Springers Square Dance Club.
It was a welcoming atmosphere
to see many of them, but the
biggest surprise was the turnout of the Alabama square
dancers from many of our
clubs. Just look at the picture .
. . we were all anticipating a
great evening of square
dancing, rounds, and lines.
And that was what we got! The
fun continued all night (that is
til 9:30) with the square dance
calling by Justin Russell and
the lines and rounds by Robbie Carrington. In looking at the picture were in attendance of about three
(3) squares. (The picture may show more or less because many of the dancers just wandered in and out of the
setting.) ASARDA had in representation, Steve Reggel, (Vice President), Pauline Angress (Round Dance
representative), Terry Cassis (District I Coordinator), Susan Wolford (Insurance Chairman), Ann LeithauserWhite (Historian), and Dennis Pinnix, Don Wolford & Jean Matthews (District I Delegates). This dance is one
of the friendliest special dances Steve and I attend. . . and for $10 we were also fed a very nutritious meal. The
'Barn' was packed.
Submitted by: Becky Reggel

Live Band Dance at MASDA
Put together a 'fiddle', a harmonica, a guitar, a mandolin, a
banjo, and drums and what do you have? The answer is simple---what else but a two-person band. That would be Mary Wolfe
and Patty Hachett for starters, but really known as the "Road
Kill Band'. Oh, I forgot you need to add Kevin Cozad to
complete the square-dancing sessions. Yes, that's right. The
MASDA Hall walls were echoing the sounds of just a two-person
band and Kevin. We don't want to forget Susan Wolford with
her cueing of the rounds and lines. She added her noise level to
the hall, also.

The dancers experienced a different way of
square dancing entertainment. Although
it was different, many dancers enjoyed this
difference. The dance was 'topped off' with
a 'road-kill- cookie and other snacks. There
were seven squares dancing with some
local square dance beginners in
attendance. You will need to pay attention
to this year's convention program --- The
'Road Kill 'Band’ will have a session
assisting callers on Saturday afternoon.
Submitted by: Becky Reggel
Photos Courtesy of Duane Beasley

UPCOMING DANCES
28th Annual - All Western Smoky Mountain Ball
Dates: Mar 08 - 10, 2018
Ramada Inn, 4010 Parkway, Pigeon Forge, TN
Callers: Gene Record, Jerry Handley, Rusty Willoughby, Jim Melton, Johnny Chambers, Keith Dishman
Cuers: Bob & Beverly Casteel
Lines: Kathy Donohoo
63rd Annual Mississippi Square and Round Dance Association State Festival
Dates: Mar 09 - 10, 2018
Pearl Senior Center, 110 Valentour Road, Pearl, MS
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Cuer: Pauline Angress
68th National Square Dance Convention Pre-Convention Kick-Off Dance
Date: Saturday, Mar 10, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Cobb Galleria Convention Centre, Hall D, 2 Galleria Parkway SE, Atlanta, Georgia
Callers: Tony Oxendine, Patty Greene & Jack Pladdys
Cuer: Tim Eum
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance
Date: Monday, Mar 12, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Caller: Travis Cook
A Cajun Fais Deaux Deaux Louisiana State Square Dance Association 49th Annual State Convention
Dates: Mar 23 - 25, 2018
Rayne Civic Center, Rayne Louisiana
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Richard Matthews
Campers & Dancers #152 March Campout
Dates: Mar 23 - 24, 2018
River Country Campground, 1 River Road, Gadsden, Alabama\
Caller: Wayne Mahathey
5th Friday Round Dance Hosted by Birmingham Area Round Dance Cuers
Date: Friday, Mar 30, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Trail In to the 65th Alabama Jubilee
Date: Thursday, Apr 05, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Callers: Larry Belcher & Tom Miller
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Alabama Jubilee
Dates: Apr 06 - 07, 2018
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Jerry Junck
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Lines: Diane Martin-Hamilton

Swinging Squares 46th Anniversary Blue & White Ball
Date: Saturday, Apr 07, 2018
Time: 1:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Cuer: Sandy Sturgis
Denim Dusters Dogwood Special
Date: Saturday, Apr 14, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fayetteville Recreation Center, 1203 Winchester Hwy, Fayetteville, TN
Caller: Terry McGill
Cuer: Robbie Carrington
ASARDA Spring Round Up
Date: Sunday, Apr 15, 2018
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Guntersville Recreation Center, 1500 Sunset Drive, Guntersville, Alabama
Duos and Solos Sadie Hawkins Dance
Date: Thursday, Apr 19, 2018
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Tom Bevill Center, 115 Main Street, Rainsville, Alabama
Caller: Paul Henze
Cuer: Pauline Angress
27th Spring Fling
Dates: Apr 20 - 21, 2018
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Callers: Larry Belcher & Willis Simmons
Cuers: Teri & Tim Wilaby
43rd Annual South Carolina Square and Round Dancers These Boots Are Made for Dancing!
Dates: Apr 26 - 28, 2018
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, 1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC
Campers and Dancers #152 April Campout
Dates: Apr 27 - 28, 2018
Mountain Lakes Resort, 1345 Murphy Hill Road, Langston, Alabama
Caller: Tom Miller
St. Jude Children's Hospital Benefit Dance
Date: Saturday, Apr 28, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE “A”, Decatur, Alabama
Sponsored by North Alabama Callers & Cuers
Duos and Solos Mexican Fiesta
Date: Thursday, May 03, 2018
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tom Bevill Center, 115 Main Street, Rainsville, Alabama
Caller: Bob Sloman
Cuer: Pauline Angress
58th Ohio Dance Convention 'Get up and Dance' 2018
Dates: May 04 - 05, 2018
Crown Plaza Hotel North, Columbus, Ohio
25th Anniversary Ozone Squares We're Celebrating Silver!
Dates: May 04 - 05, 2018
Mandeville Lions Club, 720 Lafitte Street, Mandeville, LA
Callers: Johnny Preston & Tony Oxendine Cuers: Richard Matthews & Gene Sonnier

North Alabama Callers Association is Celebrating Cinco de Mayo
Date: Saturday, May 05, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Central Hall Activity Center, 1931 Central Pkwy, STE A, Decatur, Alabama
Kentuckiana Square Dance Association 57th Derby City Festival
Dates: May 18 - 19, 2018
Paroquet Springs Conference Centre, 395 Paroquet Springs Drive, Shepherdsville, KY
Callers: Ken Bower & Tony Oxendine
Campers & Dancers #152 May Campout
Dates: May 18 - 19, 2018
River Country Campground, 1 River Road, Gadsden, Alabama
Caller: Kevin Cozad
Lake Twirlers Hobo Dance
Date: Saturday, May 19, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Midway Community Center, 164 Midway Road, Union Grove, Alabama
Caller: Wayne Mahathey
Cuers: Pauline Angress & Diane Martin Hamilton
Kennesaw Square Dealers 44th Anniversary Celebration
Date: Friday, Jun 15, 2018
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Ben Robertson Kennesaw Community Center, 2753 Watts Drive, Kennesaw, GA
Caller: Darryl McMillan
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance
Date: Monday, Jun 18, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Callers: Nick Hartley & Tony Digeorge
Kurly Q's 46th Anniversary 14th of July Celebration
Date: Saturday, Jul 14, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Purser-Ray Hall, 100 Burgess Drive, Odenville, Alabama
Caller: Gary Shoemake
Cuer: Annie Marrs
Lines: Ronnie Purser
14th Annual All-Star Peachtree Promenade Square & Round Dance Weekend
Dates: Jul 27 - 29, 2018
Civic Center, 110 State Street, Commerce, GA
Callers: Ken Bower, Gary Shoemake, Jerry Biggerstaff, Darryl McMillan, Steve Kopman
Cuers: Matthew Temples & Ramona Stowe
The Wheel Arounds Welcome you home for Christmas in July
Date: Saturday, Jul 28, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Justin Russell
Cuer: Diane Martin Hamilton
40th Alabama Square and Round Dance Convention - Every Dance is a Holiday
Dates: Aug 23 - 25, 2018
Oxford Civic Center, 401 McCullars Lane, Oxford, Alabama
For more information on upcoming dances visit our website at: http://www.alabamasquaredance.com/calendar/calendar.php

2018 Alabama Square and Round Dance Association Board Members
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Tom Wilkins
Steve Reggel
Mary Ann Howard
Kevin Cozad
Elaine Wheeler

706-718-5146
205-680-2268
205-640-5550
205-928-2618
205-629-3901

asarda.president@gmail.com
reggel@att.net
mah111045@aol.com
kevincozad1@gmail.com

Membership
Insurance
Education
Newsletter
USDA
Historian

Anita Southern
Susan Wolford
Wayne Nicholson
Tina Wilkins
Jim Wolfe
Ann Leithauser White

205-338-6126
256-673-0170
334-281-0863
706-518-6197
334-531-0804
205-908-1058

anitasouthern1@centurylink.net
asarda.swolford@gmail.com
nichwayrub@aol.com
asardanews@gmail.com
jwolfe@elmore.rr.com
aleithau8@gmail.com

Dancer Representatives
Rounds
Lines
Clogging
Contra
ASDCA
ARDTA

Pauline Angress
Diane Hamilton
Kay Trimm
Wayne Nicholson
Larry Belcher
Tim Eum

256-640-6599
256-426-6462
205-527-3740
334-281-0863
334-703-2054
256-655-6522

pangress711@yahoo.com
pdm6462@gmail.com
clogwildcloggers@gmail.com
nichwayrub@aol.com
caller4u@gmail.com
timeum@gmail.com

District I Representatives
Coordinator
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate

Terry Cassis
Bobby Johnson
Dennis Pinnix
Don Wolford

703-887-3237
256-751-9049
256-751-9049
256-673-0194

district1asarda@gmail.com
crjjunior@aol.com
dennis.pinnix@aol.com
wolforddengr@gmail.com

District II Representatives
Coordinator
Delegate
Delegate
Delegate

Carol Varner
Margaret Snyder
Joe McGough
Vera Simpson

205-640-5112
205-516-6717
205-516-2256
205-928-2618

civ883@gmail.com
squareup@yahoo.com
joe.mcgough@att.net
vera8426.vs@gmail.com

District III Representatives
Coordinator
Delegate
Delegate

Mary Wolfe
James Messick
Vicky Smith

334-531-0804
334-279-9059
229-334-0008

marywolfe47@juno.com
james4dorothy@bellsouth.net
vickiesmith56@yahoo.com

District IV Representatives
Coordinator
Delegate

Jim Purvis
Janice Purvis

254-532-5442
254-532-5442

janj885@aol.com
janj885@aol.com

Jim Wolfe, Webmaster - www.alabamasquaredance.com
Margaret Snyder, Publicity squareup@yahoo.com

Find us on Facebook Alabama Square and Round Dance Association
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ALABAMA SQUARE AND ROUND
DANCE ASSOCIATION, INC
4433 32nd Street SW
Lanett, AL 36863-6607

PUBLICATION POLICY
The ASARDA NEWS is published quarterly in March, June and September and December with
a special Convention issue in August. Input to the newsletter must be received before the last
day of the month prior to publication. Any information to be published should be sent to the
News Editor. You can place fliers or other dance related advertisements in the newsletter for
the following prices: $25 for one page, one side; half page $15; quarter page $7.50; or business
card-sized for $5. Payment must be sent to the Treasurer and be received before the last day of
the month prior to publication.

