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From the President:
I would like to sincerely say Thank You to each and every dancer in Alabama that attended our State
Convention this year. We had 312 Alabama dancers this year – which is higher than total attendance numbers at
our convention in many years. I would also like to thank each and everyone one of you that volunteered to help with
this year’s convention. It takes a lot of help, and many of you answered the call this year. Many came before to set
up and help Margaret decorate, many volunteered during the convention working tables, and many helped take down
and pack up after the convention. A special Thank You to those that volunteered to help install and remove the
wood floors in Hall 1, and Mary Ann Howard who took care of our staff. I have received several calls and messages
from “out-of-state” Callers and Dancers commending me on the hospitality and friendliness they were shown while
attending our outstanding convention. It is awesome to know that so many are willing to help us be successful!
Thank you to all the Staff callers, cuers, and instructors for donating your time and talents to us – we could not have
a great convention without great staff, and we have some of the best right here in Alabama.
Below is a picture of “most” of your ASARDA Board. This awesome group of dedicated volunteers have
donated many hours to reviving square dancing in Alabama, as well as grow and enhance your state convention. I
could not be prouder of what this group has accomplished, and our ideas and visions for what we are planning and
preparing to do in the future. The newsletter editor only allows me one page. I could go on and on about this
outstanding board and what we have done in the last two years to not only grow our convention but enhance Square
Dancing in the State of Alabama. Thanks again for all your hard work.

This year’s ASARDA Presidents Award went to Steve Reggel. Steve and Becky are wonderful
ambassadors for Square Dancing in Alabama, they have also traveled to many other states promoting our convention
over the past 2 year. Steve stepped up to be my Vice President and was almost
immediately appointed Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee.
Steve worked diligently to develop a budget for not only the ASARDA board,
but also the State Convention.
We are planning a site visit to Mobile later this month. We hope to
make this the site of the 2023 National Convention in Alabama. More details
will be coming soon. If you did not sign up at the convention to help or be on
the Bid Committee, please email me at asarda.president@gmail.com soon so I
can add you to the distribution list for all information pertaining to the bid
process.
ASARDA President – Tom Wilkins

District 1 News
Every year it feels like we are building up excitement going into the ASARDA Convention and then
suddenly – in a blink of a high energy weekend – it’s gone! But gone with such fun memories left in its wake,
one can hardly believe it’s over for the year. Hats off to District 4 and the ASARDA Board who made this
year’s Convention a great success. Next year, the 41st Alabama State Square Dance Convention will be led by
North Alabama, and we are so looking forward to the opportunity to put on a fun filled weekend that makes it
onto your must do list!
Not to say that we in District 1 have been anything less than very busy in the past months either!
Huntsville Singles and Doubles hosted an Introduction to Round Dance class which was attended by 40
students on the 30th and graduated their class in time for the students to enjoy dancing at the Alabama
Convention. The Krazy 8’s graduated a class of 7 students, and Madison a class of 3 over the summer. On
Tuesday the 3rd of July, a Patriotic Dance was held at the Central Hall in Decatur, and 8 squares were in
attendance! (pictured below) What a great turn out!

On Sunday the 8th of July, the North Alabama Callers and
Cuers sponsored a Halfway Dance for our local students at the
Guntersville Recreational Center. We had eight squares of students
and supporting angels. A HUGE thank you to our excellent callers
and cuers! We also had an early taste of our 2019 Convention theme
at the Hawaiian Luau at the Duos and Solos in Rainsville on August
16th (pictured right).
In other news, the North Alabama Square Dance
Association received it’s 501(c)(3) status from the IRS. Any
contributions to our organization from individuals or businesses are
now tax deductible, and we are now eligible to apply for and receive
grants from a variety of public funding sources that were previously
unavailable. The mission of NASDA is not to be an inward, current
square dancer focused organization, but to address the need to grow
the population of square dancers by recruiting new dancers which will help our existing clubs to grow larger, to
add more clubs in our communities, and help our activity become more fun and more financially stable.
NASDA has already started on developing an imaging campaign to reach non-dancers, and we have engaged a
media release service that promotes announcements of our area new class starts to over 135 news outlets in the
North Alabama area including TV, radio, print and online medias. This is just one of the services we are
looking to provide to our local clubs who are teaching classes to new students. We hope to work with callers
and clubs in our area to craft programs that most effectively helps their clubs grow. If you have interest and
would like to know more about NASDA and what we are doing, we will be holding a 501c3 Celebration
Dance and Learn More Session on Sunday afternoon October 7th. We will have an hour talk telling you

about our mission and programs, then get busy warming up the dance floor to the sounds of our North Alabama
Callers who are supporting our dance! All proceeds from the dance will benefit NASDA and will go to pay for
the programs we will talk about. Look for our flyer
on the ASARDA website.
Please don’t forget to make plans now to
attend the SATURN V Trail Thru dance to the
National Convention next year in Tuesday June
25th at the US Space and Rocket Center. This will
be a once in a lifetime dance – a chance to dance
under the largest rocket ever built that took man to
the moon! If you went to the Convention, you get to
enjoy one of our callers Travis Cook who provided
an extremely entertaining evening, along with Justin
Russell and Hunter Keller. Our flyer is online on
the ASARDA website now, and you can also order
tickets online!
I invite you to take a look at the North
Alabama (District 1) slideshow of events that we
displayed at the Showcase. These have been put
online on our North Alabama Square Dance
Associations Facebook group page. Simply click on Photos and select the Photo Album Titled “2018 North
Alabama Square Dance Activities”. You can get to our Facebook page by typing the following address into
your web browser: https://www.facebook.com/northalabamasquaredance/
District 1 Coordinator – Terry Cassis
Delegates – Dennis Pinnix & Don Wolford
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------News from the eastern side of district one.
I talked to several district one attendees of the Alabama State Convention in Oxford Alabama this year.
Everyone had a super time. I want to thank everyone involved for doing a super job putting on the convention.
There is a ton of work that has to be completed to have a successful dance. We as dancers really owe all the
callers, cuers, line dance leaders and clogging instructors a great big thank you. They do this for the love of
dance.
The Guntersville Lake Twirlers hope to graduate our square dance class in a few weeks. We have 8
class members who have completed mainstream calls and are now learning the plus calls. We dance 1st thru 4th
Mondays 6:30 at the Guntersville Senior Center. Our club sold more than our share of state convention chances
and we were well represented at the convention. We are very lucky to have Wayne Mahathey as our Caller and
two super cuers Diane Martin-Hamilton and Pauline Angress.
The Boaz Squares have graduated 9 class members, and all have joined the club. The graduation
ceremony was a lot of fun. Newly elected officers are president Keith Branham and vice president Bryan
Smith. Susan Duvall and Helen Pruitt handle all of the secretary and treasurer duties ably. Many thanks to
Diane Martin-Hamilton for a great job as president this past year and also doing a superb job on lines and
rounds. We also enjoy Rusty Willoughby calling the squares for Boaz. The club was well represented at this
year’s state convention and all attending had a great time.
The Duos and Solos (Fun Bunch) have relocated to Ft. Payne at the Dekalb County Council on Aging
building 600 Tyler Ave SE, Fort Payne, AL 35967, They have seven class members and have had a halfway
dance for them. Bob Sloman calls on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Thursday nights and Paul Henze calls on the 3rd
Thursday night at 6:30. Pauline Angress cues lines and rounds (early rounds at 5:30) They always put on a fun
dance that is well worth the trip.
So, if you get a square together to steal a banner, a trip to either of these clubs will be well worth the
effort.
Don Wolford District 1 Delegate reporting

District 2 News
Congratulations to President Tom and Tina Wilkins and the entire ASARDA Staff for another successful
Alabama State Convention (August 2018). And “Thank You” to all the ASARDA Members and Dancers that
traveled to other states – because it certainly paid off. TWELVE different states ‘reciprocated’ to enjoy the vast
entertainment and dancing at this year’s convention in Oxford, Alabama.
Congratulations are also in order for “EIGHTEEN” members of DISTRICT 2 (Birmingham Area) who
earned their ASARDA “Travelers” Dangle. Those receiving their FIRST YEAR ‘Travelers’ Dangle are: (1)
Erich Reggel (Eastern Wranglers); (2) Brad White (Wheel Arounds); (3) Richard Gray (Wheel Arounds);
(4) District 2 Delegate Joe McGough (Wheel Arounds); (5) District 2 Delegate Margaret Snyder (President
of Wheel Arounds); (6) Bobby Parker (President of Kurly Qs); (7) Ramona Parker (Kurly Qs); (8).
Elizabeth Nolen (Secretary for Kurly Qs); (9) John Nolen (Kurly Qs); (10) ASARDA Secretary Mary Ann
Howard (Kurly Qs); and (11) District 2 Delegate Vera Simpson (Kurly Qs). The SECOND YEAR
‘Travelers’ Dangle recipients were: (12) ASARDA Historian Ann Leithauser (Campers & Dancers/TSquares); (13) ASARDA Vice President Steve Reggel (Eastern Wranglers); (14) Becky Reggel (Eastern
Wranglers); (15) Bob Galloway (Vice President for Kurly Qs); (16) Eunice Galloway (Kurly Qs). The
SUPER Travelers Dangle (for three consecutive years) went to (17) ASARDA Membership Chairman Anita
Southern (Krazy 8s/Kurly Qs) and (18) District 2 Coordinator Carol Varner (Kurly Qs/Eastern Wranglers).
We know many more of you out there are traveling a lot and enjoying a variety of different clubs and callers. If
you would like to participate in this “fun” adventure to get your dangle, simply ask Anita Southern for a
“Travlers Card” or print one from the ASARDA website and get started today!!!
As you can see, the members and dancers of District 2 have been extremely busy this year
TRAVELING to a lot of different states, clubs and dances. As a matter of fact, the Kurly Qs, who dance in
Odenville AL, traveled and visited SOOOO much during the year, they actually ended up with TEN stolen
club BANNERS “at one time”. Thank you, President Tom Wilkins, for recognizing the Kurly Qs at the State
Convention for their “PRO-ACTIVE” visitation!!! The Kurly Qs even “Stole” Banners from Clubs in District
ONE (Friendship Squares, Cullman) and District THREE (Village Squares, Auburn) **Big Smile**

District 2 is also proud of several Members and Clubs that were
recognized with Special Awards: ASARDA Vice President Steve Reggel
(Eastern Wranglers) received this year’s ASARDA President’s Award;
ASARDA Publicity Chairman Margaret Snyder (President of Wheel
Arounds) was recognized with a special Certificate of Appreciation; Wheel
Arounds Club was the Number ONE Club in the state for having the “Most”
Club members attend the Convention; Swinging Squares Club (Jasper) was
“One” of only two clubs in the state with 100% ASARDA Membership; and
Ben Glass (Yellow Rockers) was retroactively presented with ASARDA
Distinguished Lifetime Membership Award.

Now for some news about events
in District 2 since our last Newsletter.
During July, the Krazy 8s visited the
Eastern Wranglers, not only to enjoy some
homemade ice cream, but to STEAL their
Banner. Congratulations Krazy 8s!!!
(Pictured right)
If you want great attendance at
your Club dance, just serve ‘homemade ice
cream’. The Yellow Rockers also had a
fantastic turnout for their “ice cream”
dance. (Pictured below)

The Wheel Arounds enjoyed another successful “Christmas
in July” with record attendance. Club members did a fabulous job of
decorating - - but we are pretty sure the “master mind” for the
wonderful displays was District 2 Delegate/Club President Margaret
Snyder. She is absolutely magical with her vision for decorating.
Pictured left are the King and Queen of Christmas Vic Snyder and
Jean Beardon. The Wheel Arounds graduated a group of dancers
this past year and are already gearing up to START “another”
Mainstream Class at the BSDA Friendship Hall (Fultondale)
September 11th with Kevin Cozad.

Congratulations to the Eastern
Wranglers (Pictured right), Krazy 8s
and the Kurly Qs who also graduated
dancers this past year. The Kurly Qs
(Odenville) will START another
Mainstream Class September 10th
with Ronnie Purser. And the Krazy
8s are growing their dancers by
providing ‘Plus’ workshops with Jamie Stewart an hour prior to their regular club dances. For more
information about any of the clubs, events and classes – be sure to visit the ASARDA website.

The Kurly Qs celebrated another ‘record crowd’ for their 46th Anniversary Dance with caller
Gary Shoemake from Tennessee. Thank you, Annie Marrs, for helping this celebration by cueing Rounds. And
talk about FOOD and Door Prizes!!!. Wow what a feast the Kurly Qs provided to visitors and dancers. And
don’t forget they start Mainstream Lessons on Monday night September 10th. At 6pm Saturday night,
September 21st, join the Kurly Qs for a $5.00 Spaghetti Supper. You can purchase your dinner ticket from any
of the club members. Their club dance follows at 7 pm and is free.

Square, Round and Line dancing is not only fun – it is great
exercise for mind and body. BUT more than that – it is a unique social
gathering of friends – who become family. When one of our own needs
support and help, we try to provide it. Thank you, caller Kevin Cozad,
for stepping up and organizing a SPECIAL Sunday afternoon dance to
help Mark and Kay Trimm (Clog Wild Cloggers) during their time of
need. And thank you “Clog Wild Cloggers” for the energetic ‘clogging
exhibition’ at this Benefit Dance, and those who performed at this
year’s convention.
Kay Trimm (Clog Wild Cloggers) is starting a new “Clogging
Class” on September 6th at the BSDA Friendship Hall in Fultondale. If
you want to have a really fun time - - join the “cloggers”.

“Special Thanks” to ASARDA Membership Chairman Anita Southern who – as always – is so
diligent about ASARDA Membership that she has already encouraged over 130 “New or Renewal”
members for 2019. Great Job Anita!
Remember - - For this and all the events happening in Alabama, you can find additional information
on the ASARDA website. Visit the website often to synchronize your dance calendars.

Hope to see all of you at the next ASARDA Membership Dance (FREE to ASARDA MEMBERS), on
Sunday afternoon, September 30th, SQUARE CROW Dance at the BSDA Friendship Hall in Fultondale AL

District 2 Coordinator – Carol Varner
Delegates – Margaret Snyder, Vera Simpson & Joe McGough

District 3 News
I love my Family! Yep, I love Jim, our two adult kids, Jesse and Heather, their spouses, Jarod and Jenn
and two adorable grandsons, Alexander and Isaac. Oh, I have another family. What? Yep another one.
Tom and Tina Wilkins attended our Mainstream graduation of 13 students. (Picture Below) About half
way through the evening, Tom took me aside and said, "Mary, are you fooling me…isn't this group (of about 50
people) actually a family reunion? I've been watching how they are together and
they really care for each other – they act like family". I laughed and said, "nope
these people did not know each other before square dance. Every time someone
new wanders in or tells me they want to learn to square dance, I respond…"it's a
miracle!" Then when they begin lessons and no matter who they are or what they
do, they become like family. When they hurt we hurt, when they laugh we laugh.
Okay, so here's a really good example. The grand finale at the end of this
graduation party was a proposal of marriage. For real. The groom got down on
his knees and surprised his lady with a beautiful ring! Are you believing it?
They were surrounded by square dance friends who were crying, cheering,
laughing and taking photos and videos. Sounds like family to me!
Yes, square dance is friendship put to music. It is also family! Come
visit our family. You are sure to get a hug!!
Mary Wolfe, Prattville Promenaders Club
Congratulations to the Prattville Promenaders who recently graduated 13 new dancers.

Congratulations to the
Village Squares who
recently graduated 10 new
dancers.
The MASDA monthly association
dances are free for MASDA
members and $5 per person
donation for non-MASDA
members. Squares & Rounds
from 7-9PM with announced Plus
tips. Upcoming MASDA dances
are: September 8th with caller
Wayne Mahathey and cuer Pauline Angress. October 13th with caller Wayne Nicholson and cuer Jim
Brown. November 10th with caller Kevin Cozad and cuer Diane Martin. December 8th with caller Larry
Belcher and cuer David Holladay.
District 3 Coordinator – Mary Wolfe
Delegates – Jim Purvis, James Mesick & Vicky Radford

CAMPERS AND DANCERS #152 News
News

Our fourth campout was held June 8 and 9, Deer Run RV Park, in Troy, AL. We had an ice cream
social on Thursday, ate at Julia’s Restaurant on Friday, and our potluck on Saturday. We had two nights of
dancing to Jerry Handley. He treated us to some workshops. John Ruthruff played recorded music for lines and
rounds. We played Bingo and Mexican Train. Some members visited the Pioneer Museum and Troy
University. The weekend was very relaxing. Our Wagon Masters; Rusty & Elizabeth Emmons, George & Cil
Herndon, and Ralph & Viv Taylor did a great job.
Our fifth campout was held July 27 and 28, at Elijah Clark State Park in Lincolnton, GA. We had tons
of visitors and had three squares on the dance floor. Our Thursday night dinner was at Knob Hill State Resort
Park. When we returned to the campground, several of the members attended a program that was put on by the
park rangers. The campground offered stories and a history lesson about the American Chestnut Tree. After
the stories, the rangers provided Smores that were good and messy.
We had a fluffy ruffle resale which was a great way to pass on clothes that we have either undergrown
or outgrown. Also, lots of skirts were hand made by our own Stacy Pigeon; what talent. Three couples
explored the town of McCormick. They had a good time.
We had two potlucks: one Friday and one Saturday. Our potlucks are always exceptional. Saturday
morning, we woke to coffee with donuts. We had two callers for the weekend. Friday evening, we enjoyed
dancing with Nelson Jarvis. He gave a group of the visitors a sample of square dancing during one tip.
Saturday evening, we enjoyed the calling of Dave Houlihan who gave a group of visitors an actual introductory
course in square dancing. Susan Wolford cued lines and rounds for Friday and Saturday and did a good job.
Dancing is always a great way to work off dinner. Thank you for a job well done.
Ralph Taylor tricked his lovely wife Viv. He surprised her (with Paula and Judy’s help) with an
eightieth birthday party; complete with cake and ice cream. There was a Chippendale skit with eight male
dancers dressed in shorts, black bow ties, and used umbrellas during the skit. We played Bingo. Our Wagon
Masters Wally & Stacy Pigeon gave us a great campout.
Twenty percent of the Alabama square dancers that attended the Tennessee State Convention, August 24, belonged to the Campers and Dancers.
Our sixth campout was held August 10-11 at the North Alabama Fairgrounds in Muscle Shoals.
Our activities started on Thursday. We hit the ground running and never stopped. We toured the Muscle
Shoals Sound Studio in Sheffield. The
studio was formed in 1969 by four
musicians called The Muscle Shoals
Rhythm Section (a.k.a. The Swampers).
The group moved to a new location in
1979. The old building was sold to the
Muscle Shoals Music Foundation in
2013 and renovated. Many acts have
passed through the studio: The Rolling
Stones, Willie Nelson, Paul Simon, and
Rod Stewart just to name a few. The
walls are adorned with album covers.
Chase, our tour guide, provided so much
interesting information.
Helen Keller’s birthplace was
great as well. Her childhood home is in Tuscumbia on a 640-acre plantation. Helen Keller was a remarkable
woman to overcome a lot of obstacles. She was born with eye sight and hearing only to lose them when she
was nineteen months old. Helen graduated from Harvard University.

The Tiffin Motorhome Factory, in Red Bay, was another great tour. Richard and Floyd, our tour guides
led us through the whole plant. They
showed us a lot of motorhomes in
various stages of completion. Did you
know that the washer, dryer, refrigerator,
and showers must be put in before the
walls go up? It was great.
The Coon Dog Cemetery was
established in 1937 when Key
Underwood buried his coon dog Troop.
The graveyard is in Tuscumbia. Only
purebred Coonhounds can be buried in
this cemetery and there are over 300
dogs buried here.
The final place we visited was
FAME (Florence Alabama Music
Enterprises), in Muscle Shoals. The studio was founded by Rick Hall. He owned the studio until his death in
2018. The studio is now being run by his wife Linda who shared very interesting facts about Rick and their life
together. The tour inside of the recording studio was led by Tyra who was knowledgeable. Various great acts
have passed through their doors as well: Aretha Franklin, the Osmond’s, Duane Allman, Mac Davis, and many
others.
We ate at Momma Jeans and the Rattlesnake Saloon (which is in Tuscumbia and in a rock face; very
interesting). The Wagon Masters fed us well with a spaghetti dinner, ice cream, breakfast made to order, and a
hot dog/polish dog dinner. We played
games: Minute to Win It and Bingo.
We had two wonderful nights of
dancing to Chuck Bermele who calls in
Florence, AL. He did a great job. Our
own John Ruthruff called a fun tip and
did a good job. Chuck introduced square
dancing to people, who had not danced
before, that had come to watch. Susan
Wolford cued lines and rounds. We had
many visitors come dance with us from
the Singing River Squares. Many yellow
rocks to our Wagon Masters: Wilburn &
Judy Hester and Larry & Paula Boone for
a fun filled weekend.
Our seventh campout will be:
September 21 – 22. The Wagon Masters are planning a busy weekend with two nights of dancing, attending
the play Boeing Boeing, eating at a local restaurant, visiting a Utopian settlement, attending the Apple Festival,
having a potluck, and playing Bingo. For reservations, please contact:
Spring Lake RV Resort
255 Fairview Drive
Crossville, TN 38571
Reservations: (877)-707-1414
Wagon Master: Hank and Martha Sweetman (615) 406-6917
Wagon Master: Rusty and Elizabeth Emmons (205) 492-9663
Caller: Terry McGill
If you have a camper, or not, and would like to join us at any campout, please contact us (205) 492-2397.
Submitted by Elizabeth Emmons

ASARDA membership
As of 22 Aug 2018, there are 36 Clubs and 409 Members that have joined
ASARDA for 2018. I also have 3club/association and 134 members that has
already joined ASARDA for 2019. We are well on the way to a new year. I
would like to thank Tom and Tina for all the hard work they have put into
ASARDA and bringing us forward. I also want to thank everyone that has
joined ASARDA. Keep in mind that membership will be changing this year.
The new membership will be 1 September through 31 August 2019.
Membership will remain at $10.00 per person for the year. The new
Membership form is on the ASARDA website and I have printed copies. I
encourage everyone to join. The membership form has also changed. Please
fill out all the information. Also, please print your information as I sometimes
have a hard time making out some of the writing and I have to call around to
get the correct information. If you move or any of your information changes
during the year let me know so we can have the correct information. At the
convention this year, Joe Arnold (a visiting caller from South Carolina) who
has never been here before said we had been so very kind and nice to him and
letting him call and he would like to make a donation. He said he would
definitely be back next year and hope to bring more people. There were also a
lot of people who have never joined ASARDA even though I have pestered
them about it but finally joined this year. Thanks Darryl McMillan and Bob
Poyner for joining ASARDA and leading the way.
Yellow Rocks To All – Anita
(pictured right – Anita receiving her Alabama Traveler Dangle)
Membership Chairman - Anita Southern

United Square Dancers of America (USDA)

USDA Delegate - Jim Wolfe

EDUCATION
News
SQUARE DANCE ETIQUETTE
by Jack Denvir (modified)

Here are a few tips on square dance behavior— customs peculiar to square
dancing, as well as common sense reminders to respect your fellow dancers.
1. When squaring up, if your square needs more dancers, the signal is to hold
up fingers indicating the number of couples needed. For single (solo)
dancers, you may also see a bent or crossed finger requesting half a
couple; however, the usual procedure is to find a partner before trying to
form a square.
2. After the tip is over, be sure to shake hands with the others in your square and thank them, instead of just
walking away. (Here in Alabama, most squares typically have a group “Thank you bow” followed by thank
you hugs!)
3. If your square breaks down, try not to waste time getting angry at yourself or anyone else. In the same vein,
when your neighbor makes an error, do not push or shove him/her back into place--be more respectful &
subtle.
4. Be sure to reset quickly after you've broken down--this allows the caller to easily see that you're not
dancing, and he'll get you back dancing. If you break down on singing calls its easier to wait for the
promenade home to fix your square. In patter calls, it is easier to "make lines" when you break down. It is
not necessary that you have the correct partner, just quickly form facing lines. Now you can resume dancing
at the next point where the caller says you have normal lines. You may not come out with your partner at the
end this way, but at least you can keep dancing.
5. If the square doesn't break down, but for some reason you don't end up with your partner as you promenade
home, just quietly find your way back home with your original partner anyway. (This advice doesn't apply
to singing calls, where the caller deliberately rotates you through the other three possible partners.)
6. Use gentle handholds! It's important to establish hand contact with adjacent dancers in your formation, but
you don't have to bruise them to do it. Handholds are an important way in which dancers guide each other,
since no one can be alert every second; however, you should hold on loosely, so the other dancers can get
away if they are supposed to move and you don't realize it. When doing a Left Allemande, grip the forearm,
not the elbow. When standing in an ocean wave, hold your palm and fingers gently against those of the
adjacent dancer--don't grab thumbs. After you do a Left Allemande or Pull By (e.g., in Square Thru,
or Right and Left Thru), don't forget to let go as you pass each other.
7. Don't form a square just anywhere on the floor. Find an open space on the floor that is large enough to hold
your square. It is not unusual to see people squeeze a square in front of the caller where there is not adequate
space. This crowds everyone.
8. Don't bring a whole made-up square onto the dance floor so that you can dance with your friends. This may
send the message to the other dancers that you think you are better dancers than they are and that you don't
want to dance with them.
9. Don't bring your friends to a dance or have them in a tip if they haven't finished the lessons or otherwise
don't know the level. It is not fair for the other dancers to have to pull them through and not fun for other
dancers to continuously be broken down.
10. Some dancers add their own styling, frills, noises or embellishments to their dancing. This includes kicking,
spinning, twirling, substitutions of movements, and shouts and other extraneous verbal expressions during
call execution. There is nothing wrong with exuberance during dancing with willing participants but not to
the point where it is distracting to unaware members of the square, especially new dancers.
Education Chairman – Wayne Nicholson

Alabama Convention Wrap-Up
Everyone seemed to have a Festive time at the “Every dance is a
Holiday” themed State Convention this year. Most everyone wore
Holiday attire, and all holidays seemed to be well represented. Again,
Margaret Snyder did an outstanding job with the decorations. The original
plan was to decorate each room with a separate holiday theme - since we
are not allowed to put anything on the walls in any other part of the
building and floor space was limited in the other halls - Margaret brilliantly
“mixed it all up together” in the main hall. A small piece is pictured left.
Thank You Margaret Snyder!!
Thank You Clog Wild Cloggers for performing an entertaining
and holiday inspired exhibitions on Friday and Saturday nights. Thank
you, Kevin Cozad for both nights’ Invocation. Friday night,
Membership Chairman Anita Southern presented Certificates of
Appreciation to the two clubs with 100% ASARDA Memberships (all
club members joined ASARDA). These were the Jasper Swinging
Squares and the B-Sharp Plus club from Mobile. Certificates were also
given to the top three clubs with the most ASARDA memberships. They
were the Wheel Arounds from Fultondale with 40 members, the
Huntsville Singles and Doubles with 34 members, and the Guntersville
Lake Twirlers with 30 members. Thank you for supporting ASARDA.
2018 Alabama Traveler dangles were given
to 1st year recipients: Richard Gray, Mary Ann
Howard, Joe McGough, Brad White, John &
Elizabeth Nolan, Bobby & Romana Parker, Erich
Reggel, Vera Simpson (pictured left), and
Margaret Snyder. 2nd year recipients: Bob &
Eunice Galloway (pictured left), Ann Leithauser,
Steve & Becky Reggel, and Jim & Mary Wolfe.
3rd year recipients: Anita Southern, Carol Varner,
Tom & Tina Wilkins, and Don & Susan Wolford.
Thank you to all the Alabama dancers that travel
outside of their own local area – a great thing about
Square Dancing is making new friends!
Thank you to everyone who traveled to other states promoting our convention. We reaped the benefits
by having 170 dancers from other states attend our convention this year. A special Thank You to Becky
Reggel for taming the registration process and the Registration table this year; and another Thank You to
Mary Wolfe for tracking our attendance and updating our numbers all weekend. These two developed a
process that tracked every dancer and staff member in attendance. This year I am happy to report our
attendance numbers by state: Alabama 312; Georgia 52; Tennessee 28; Florida 27; South Carolina 20;
Mississippi 11; Louisiana 10; Kentucky 9; Ohio 4; Texas 3; North Carolina 2; and Indiana 1. That’s a
total of 482! We also had 25 non-dancing guests over the weekend.
The first tip of the night (both nights) was a special “Square in the Round” dance presented by caller
Ted Kennedy and cuer Sandy Sturgis from Florida. The two of them performed a “duet” to Beautiful
Sunday. Square dancers listened to Teds’ calls, while round dancers listened to Sandys’ cues and danced in a
large circle on the edges of the floor. This was so well received and enjoyed, we asked for an encore Saturday
night which Ted & Sandy happily repeated. If you happened to miss it, there are several videos circulating on
Facebook. Most pictures and videos are on the Alabama Square and Round Dance Associations Facebook
public group page. Claudia Quinlan from South Carolina won Split the Pot!

On Saturday afternoon, we had 9 teams competing in the Last Square Standing Competition. The
winning team was the Cross-Independent (pictured below) made up of dancers from the Crossrunners Stephen
Caudle, Rosie Caudle,
Paul Nelson, Cassia
Smith (not pictured),
and John Randolph
(not pictured) and
Independent (no club)
dancers from Georgia
Everette Bailey, Vicky
Bailey and Karen
Beatenbough,
Last Square
Standing was followed
this year by Square
Dance Caller Karaoke
“Calleroke”. Skip Cleland emceed for willing
participants including Buddy Heerton, Mary Wolfe, Don
Wolford, Susan Wolford, Rodney Radford, and
Michael Oakes from South Carolina. Dan & Glina
Torvik, General Chairman of the 70th National Square
Dance Convention, sang “I’m going to Jackson”. Myself
& Mary Laundry from Louisiana concluded the event
with a duet. We were smart enough to “bend” the rules
and solicit professional “back up” vocals from caller Wes
Dyer from Kentucky.
Special Certificates of Achievement were present
by ASARDA President Tom Wilkins to Terry Cassis &
Dennis Pinnix for their hard work and dedication in
reorganizing the North Alabama Square Dance Association
and to ASARDA Publicity Chairman Margaret Snyder for
her outstanding work promoting square and round dancing
in Alabama. The ASARDA Presidents award was
presented to ASARDA Vice President Steve Reggel for
his hard work and dedication to ASARDA. The Ruth &
Dewey Glass Memorial Award in appreciation for serving
as general chairman on the convention was presented to
Jim & Janice Purvis (pictured right).
Saturday nights Grand March was directed by
Mark Trimm. The Pell City High School JROTC Drill
Team Presented the Colors, The Pledge of Allegiance
was led by Veteran Carol Varner, and the National
Anthem was led bv Ted Kennedy.
Tony Simmons, a caller from South Carolina, won Split the pot of $152.00. Another South Carolina
caller (visiting) Joe Arnold won a gift set from Sonny King Honda for the receipt drawing. Joe Arnold also
won the 2019 Pre-Registration drawing! The Survey winners were Joe & Kathy Haywood from Florida. The
six $100 winners of the ASARDA Raffle tickets were: Mike & Jan King, Bennie Kent, James Messick,
James Sitz, Alana Todd, and Mobile Square Dance Association (MSDA). The award for highest club
members in attendance went to Campers and Dancers, and the highest percentage of members in attendance
went to Huntsville Singles and Doubles.
Article by Tina Wilkins, pictures by Carol Varner

Photos courtesy of Glinda Torvik

Reggel’s Recommendations
Steve and Becky say, "We enjoyed these out of state dances, and think you will also"
✓
OCTOBERFEST
Oct 18-20, 2018, Fontana Dam Village, NC. about 5 1/2 hour from Birmingham. 6 if go thru NC. Darryl McMillan and
Wes Dyer Calling $35.00 each for three days of constant motion. dancing, pot luck dinners, Shuffleboard, mini golf,
cookies and ice cream, skits, Sunday am Gospel Dance. loads of fun. You will absolutely see everyone you know. from
earlier this year. Don't expect your cell phone to work very well, you are out in the mountains!
✓
TURKEY STRUT
Weekend before Thanksgiving. again, at the Smokey Mountain Convention Center in Pigeon Forge, TN. This time you
know where you are going because you went to the Heart of the Smokies Square up. in Feb. Four National Callers and
Judy, she is the boss. A really fun dance. Ice cream and cookies on Fri. night. workshops start at 10 on Sat so you can
sleep in, a little. You can stay at the Ramada Inn and walk 100 ft. to the dance. You'll see lots of friends and have a good
time.

Yellow Rockers' Vacation, Beach, or Cruise Shirt Dance
The Yellow Rockers hosted a wear your vacation,
beach, or cruise shirt dance on June 10, 2018. The
feeling as you walked into the hall 'exciting-fun'.
There were outfits and shirts as described above with
even a 'beach bum' couple. The spirit lasted during the
entire dance. And let's not forget the vacation/ snackfood table. Roy Kirkland (of course) did the calling
and Jerry Pierce (of course) did the cueing. The
evening ended with the Kurly-Q's stealing the
banner again. All in good fun. Enjoyed the evening.
Submitted by Becky Reggel

2018 Peachtree Promenade
Again, the spirit was
there as Ken
Bower, Gary
Shoemake, Jerry
Biggerstaff, Steve
Kopman, and
Darryl McMillan
kept the dancers on
the floor and
enjoying themselves
on July 27-28,
2018. It was great to see many of our friends from Florida, Tennessee, other states. There's nothing like having
a whole weekend of doing plus and advanced dancing. The challenges of your ability does help when you go
back to your regular club dances. The 'small' class setting does help you see and the concerns that any of the
callers’ face when teaching and the problems square dancers sometime have. Thanks for all your help, callers.
The rounds were cued by Matt Temples and Ramona Stowe. The round cuer and round dancers put on an
impressive show between the ’squares'. This dance is one of my and Steve’s choices to attend yearly. It's
always at the top of our dances to attend.
Submitted by Becky Reggel

Over 100 Alabama Dancers attend the Tennessee Convention in
Gatlinburg again this year!

That right! We Alabamians showed a good representation at the Tennessee Square Dance Convention held in
again in Gatlinburg. We dancers (est. 113) showed up thoroughly enjoyed all the activities the convention
offered to us. If you peeked into the different halls you found us in the advanced hall, round halls, fun squares,
main stream, line dance, fashion show, hot hash, hex hall, progressive square hall, contra, and there were
probably more. There was dancing all over the Convention Center. We also would like to show our
appreciation to the Alabama callers and cuers who called and led numerous excitements to the different phases
of square dance. August 2-4, 2018 was the place to be. Attendance total was 1, 313., up over 100 from last
year.
Submitted by Becky Reggel

New Graduates attend the Tennessee Convention
Pictured below is the graduating class from the Gadsden Twirlers. Notice in the picture there are two (2)
graduates that are not the same size as everyone else! Because of the outstanding support from the club, 7 of
the class members attended the Tennessee State Square Dance Convention a week before their
graduation on August 9, 2018. These same seven were also seen dancing at the Alabama Square Dance State
Convention at the end of August. I must say that I'm proud of the fact that you Gadsden Twirler’s are
introducing this new group of dancers to the world of square dancing and encouraging them to get out and
dance at
other places.
Keep up the
good work
Gadsen
Twirlers and
visit more!
You are
doing a great
job!!
Thank You.
Submitted
by: Becky
Reggel

2019 Alabama Convention information
WoW! That was quite a fun convention wasn’t it? Hat’s off to District 4, Jim Purvis, Tina and Tom
Wilkins, the rest of the ASARDA Board, and most of all our callers and cuers who are the life blood of our
square dance hobby.
It’s my privilege to chair next year’s convention, and we are starting off with a super fun and relaxed theme
– it’s an ALOHA party! We encourage you to start making plans to come for this all weekend party, because we
are planning a bang-up event for your enjoyment.
Before you ask – yes, Hawaiian themed dress is encouraged for all the events on Friday and Saturday, but
not required, and as always, square dance attire is admired but not required. I am personally really looking
forward to seeing your creative solutions to applying our Aloha theme to square dance dress, but please
remember modesty and good taste in your outfit selections!
We are looking into some appropriately themed entertainment and hope to be able to afford these for the
weekend – so stand by. We will let you know as our plans develop!
PLEASE – THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT – The ASARDA membership term has changed to run from
Convention to Convention -i.e. August to August. That means, if you got an ASARDA membership at the
Convention – you are a member for the 2019 Convention purposes. Next year Friday night of the convention will
increase to $15. ASARDA members get in free! ASARDA membership is only $10 so you do the math! I
strongly encourage you to pre-register for the convention now, and even more strongly encourage you to join
ASARDA now so you can enjoy the benefits of membership and support square dance throughout our state all
year. If you preregister for the convention using the mail-in or online forms, you can join ASARDA at the same
time. If you wait until the convention you will not be able to get an ASARDA membership for 2019 – and will
miss out on the opportunity to get into the convention free on
Friday since we will only be selling 2020 ASARDA memberships
at next year’s convention.
Last, but not least, if you have any suggestions for next
year’s convention, please don’t hesitate to send them to me at
AsardaConventionChair@gmail.com

ALOHA!
Terry Cassis
2019 Convention Chairman

UPCOMING DANCES
Newcomers Square Dance Party
Date: Thursday, Sep 06, 2018
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Madison Ballroom Dance Studio, 9076 Madison Blvd Suite C/D/E, Madison, Alabama
We Hope You Will Attend 6th Annual Southeastern Swing A Special Square and Round Dance
Dates: Sep 07 - 08, 2018
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Callers; Ted Kennedy, Darryl McMillan & Robert Townsend
Cuers: Jerry & Barbara Pierce

Back To School Sock Hop
Date: Saturday, Sep 08, 2018
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Caller: Kevin Cozad
Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby
Fontana Village Resort Accent on Rounds
Dates: Sep 09 - 13, 2018
Fontana Village Resort, Fontana Dam, North Carolina
10th Annual Kentucky Federation of Square Dancing 2018 Square Dance Hoedown
Dates: Sep 13 - 15, 2018
The Center for Rural Development, 2292 South Hwy 27, Somerset, KY
Wheel Arounds saying Aloha To Summer
Date: Friday, Sep 14, 2018
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Round Dance Council Of Florida Presents Fall Weekend of Rounds
Dates: Sep 14 - 16, 2018
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Rd., Panama City, Florida
Cuers: Kristine & Bruce Nelson
Ozone Squares 2018 Quarter Dance Lineup
Date: Monday, Sep 17, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Greater Covington Ctr., 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, LA
Dancing at the Lake All Weekend Trail In Dance to the North Council Dance
Date: Friday, Sep 21, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Lake Tiak-O’Khata, 213 Smyth Lake Road, Louisville, MS
Caller: Rob Baird
Cuer: Pauline Angress
Mississippi Square and Round Dance North Council Dance
Date: Saturday, Sep 22, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Lake Tiak-O’Khata, 213 Smyth Lake Road, Louisville, MS
Caller: Mike Bramlett
Cuer: Pauline Angress
47th Georgia State Convention
Dates: Sep 21 - 22, 2018
The Classic Center, 130 Foundry Street, Athens, Georgia
Campers & Dancers #152 September 2018 Campout
Dates: Sep 21 - 22, 2018
Springlake RV Resort, 255 Fairview Drive, Crossville, TN
Caller: Terry McGill
Square up with “Square” Crows
Date: Sunday, Sep 30, 2018
Time: 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Emcee: Darryl McMillan
Campers & Dancers #152 October 2018 Campout
Dates: Oct 12 - 13, 2018
Pine Mountain RV Resort, 8804 Hamilton Road, Pine Mountain, Georgia

ASDCA Presents Fall Clinic and Dance
Dates: Oct 13 - 14, 2018
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Tom Miller
Cuer: Pauline Angress
We hope you will join us for our 2018 Octoberfest
Dates: Oct 18 - 20, 2018
Historic Fontana Dam Village, NC
Callers: Wes Dyer & Darryl McMillan
Cuers: David & Linda Holladay
Happy Halloween Costume Night at Duos and Solos Dance Club
Date: Thursday, Oct 25, 2018
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tom Bevill Center, 115 Main Street, Rainsville, Alabama
Caller: Bob Sloman
Cuer: Pauline Angress
The Wheel Arounds Host The Monsters Ball
Date: Friday, Oct 26, 2018
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
BSDA Friendship Hall, 1024 Old Walkers Chapel Road, Fultondale, Alabama
Caller: Karry Belcher
Cuer: David Holladay
2018 NWFSRDA 44th Annual Round Up
Dates: Oct 26 - 27, 2018
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Road, Panama City, Florida
Caller: Ted Kennedy
Cuer: Sandy Sturgis
29th Indiana Square and Round Dance Convention
Dates: Nov 02 - 03, 2018
French Lick Resort, 8670 West State Road 56, French Lick, Indiana
Campers & Dancers #152 November 2018 Campout
Dates: Nov 09 - 10, 2018
Roaring Pines Campground, 83 Roaring Pines Road, Somerville, Alabama
Caller: Wayne Mahathey
Holiday Special
Date: Sunday, Nov 18, 2018
Time: 12:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Caller: Marty Northrup
Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby
Toys For Tots
Date: Friday, Dec 07, 2018
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Ragon Hall, 2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, Florida
Caller: Larry Belcher
Cuers: Terri & Tim Wilaby
For more information on upcoming dances visit our website at:
http://www.alabamasquaredance.com/calendar/calendar.php
Jim Wolfe, Webmaster - www.alabamasquaredance.com
Margaret Snyder, Publicity squareup@yahoo.com

Find us on Facebook Alabama Square and Round Dance Association
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PUBLICATION POLICY
The ASARDA NEWS is published quarterly in March, June and September and December with
a special Convention issue in August. Input to the newsletter must be received before the last
day of the month prior to publication. Any information to be published should be sent to the
News Editor. You can place fliers or other dance related advertisements in the newsletter for
the following prices: $25 for one page, one side; half page $15; quarter page $7.50; or business
card-sized for $5. Payment must be sent to the Treasurer and be received before the last day of
the month prior to publication.

